THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Hobart - Township

J. Philip Gehres, Pastor Hobart, New York 13768
Phema: BO07-538-8151

June 23, 1976

Dear Friends:

The Administrative Board of the Hobart United Methodist Church is pleased
to send you a copy of "We Have This Heritage'. This excellent little book
is the story of the Hobart and Township United Methodist Churches and of the

Bangs family who lived in this area and were significant contributors to early
Methodist history.

In this Bicentennial year, when we are so aware of our nation's history,
let us also be appreciative of our history as Methodists. We have a significant
past. Our church was a vital part of early America. We also have a future
that offers us great challenge and opportunity. Let us thank God for that and
seek to be responsible followers of our Lord.

'"We Have This Heritage" is a project of the Administrative Board, and was
written by Rev. William Phinney in cooperation with an editorial committee set
up by the Board. The line drawings are by Marie Post. We are deeply appreciative
to all those who contributed in any way to make this venture possible.

We hope you will enjoy "We Have This Heritage" and will want additional

copies for your family or friends., They are available at $1.50 each. Please
contact the Pastor.

May God bless you and yours.
Sincerely yours,

3 : uy
S Yl A,

J. Philip Gehres (for)
The Administrative Board



WE
HAVE
THIS

Lid
S
=L
=
o=
ad
—




WE
HAVE

THIS
HERITAGE



DEDICATION

It has been said that the proper study of mankind & man, and in
order to really study man we migst appreciate history, An onder-
standing of who we are, how we became whoe we are. amd what this
understanding reveals about ourselves is vital. As a church we nst
examinge our own history to appreciate our present and to plan for
our future,

The efforis of the Heverend William Phinney have made this
examination possible. Bill's keen imterest i local church history,
and his ability to write about if, have been invaluable tools for many
arca institutions as well as the District Historical Committee. We are
richly blessed by Bill's insights and his dedication to the cause of
compiling the history of this area,

The service of a Hfetime in God's name i ampbe feawm for i Lo
dedicate this work to William Phinney, His gracious efforts an onr
behalf offer us an added reason for doing so.

S0, because your interest and efforts have made this possible; and
because your wise and patient leadership has enriched the cause of
Methodism, and still doss; and because God has blessed many
people through you Bill Phinmey, we dedicate this volume to Gad,
and fo you.

Praise be to God. and for the Reverend William Phinney.



PREFACE

It has been a distinct privilege to be asked to put together the ma-
terials contained herein. The churches concerned. in Stamford
Township and in Hobart, have been and still are significani in the
Mew York Conference. Township, as the settlement is populary
known, has the added significance of having been the place of resi-
dence of the Bangs family, of whom something has been said in the
following pages.

The name Stamford has been retained in the Bangs portion of this
writing because the area now referred 1o as Township was in earlier
doys known as Stamford; it was there that it was expected the new
community would be established, Stamford village did not yet exist:
that locality was referred o simply as the Head of the Delaware,
Hoburt was then Waterville,

The essay dealing with the Rev. John Bangs was originally sub-
mitted, in a somewhat expanded form, ina contest conducted on the
sceasion of the bicentennial of The Methodist Church, in 1966, amd
is reproduced here with the permission of the Commission on Ar-
chives and History of The United Methodist Church.

January, 1976, William E. Phinney
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THE CHURCH IN TOWNSHIP

Stamford Township was a planned town, from its beginning in
1787 when on the 21st of April an act of the state legislature made
official the boundacies, the lots, streets, and parade Iot of the seitle-
ment, It didd not take its shape from foree of circumsiance buat by de-
sign. Perhaps this is the principal reason why it did not develop as its
panners hoped and dreamed it would; its lecation among the
mouniains precluded this. The settlers were a people who came from
Stamford. Connecticut, and it environs. They did mod, hiwever, as
did many Congregationalists from that state, bring their church with
them. There was a sufficiently strong Epscopalian influence amang
them that a church of ths denomination was constructed in Hobart,
another settlement in the town of Stamford.

The date of the coming of the Methodist itinerants, and who they
were. are not known. About all we find extant at the present ime is a
dhetailed account left us by the Rev, Edward White who, while he was
pastor in Jefferson in 1884 and 1885, acquainted himsz!l with the
history of the numerous churches in the Prattsville Diserict. We
cannot do better at this late day than to guote extensively from
White's account of the Stamford Township church,

From 1794 to 1510 the Township soclety was larger than any
other in ihe [Delaware) circail. A class paper for 1807 is still in
exisience, and contains the following numes: Willlem Siewar,
Penuel Stewart, Margaret Steward, Rachel Stewart, John Olm-
stend, Abigail Olmsted, Huldah Bangs, Ellen Bangs, Rhoda
Duncombe, Charles Duncombe, Mary Duncombe, David Dun.
combe; Phoebe Duncombe, John Duncombe, Sarah Duncombe,
Charles Duncombe, 2d, Mary Meoshur, Eunice Moshur, ary
Taylor, Sally Silliman, Amos Morion, Pally Morion, Nicholas
Morton, Nathan Norton, Leana Norton, Pally Noron, 2d, Plait
Whitlock, and Rebeoca Whiilock. This class paper hns heen
preserved for nearly cighty years In the family of lsaac Silli-
man. . .. Il conlains the names of ibe members, their relation
to the church, their quarterly contributlons, thelr aftendance ai
class, edc. On the back K has ihe following endorsemeni:
“Class Paper for the Township Socicty. David Duncombe,
leader; Willlam Stewart, class steward; Alexander Morten,
J-I'IIEEFI'I Willks, pl‘ﬂthlrl:.“Thr allendance ai closs wis remark-



ably good, many of the members being marked preseni evens
time. The class mel on the first Sabhath and the third Tuesila
in each monih, These were thelr “meeting days,” and the claw
meeling usually preceded or followed the preaching service. 11 ks
sald of Res, Anihony Turk, a Dutchman, who presched here in
1797, that he was a sirict disciplinodan, and the first dme be
med the class he proposed the Tollowing guestions and fnevisied
on deflinile answers: “Are you all ai pesce with each other?™
“Have you enllee confldeace in each other? The answers being
salisfciory, he wrode on the class paper: “Examined ihis class
tiday; founad all in peace and harmony; told them 1o be waich-
lal and Taithfal Tor the time 1o come, nnd nod hring pqmpl.llmx
npminsl each other conceming any matters that eecdrred pre-
viously,™ He thuos kepl his books posted every time he weni
rowindl he circail. Themas Duncombe’s log cabin was one of the
lirst pm:l:hlng pll.-uu im the Tnumh!p., npd ml:-“q_mmlr Ehe
Hinerants preached in the dwellings of David Duncombe,
Williwm Stewnrt and John Dlmsted. These places of worship
wire all small log cabins, bul as ihe setilers were few, ithey were
wnwinlly large enough o pccommadate the congrepnilons ol il
regular serviee, ... Anthony Turk and William Viredenburg,
ithe Dhateh Boanerges; Benjumin Bidlnck and Andrew MoKean,
hath eloguent in speech; Stephen Tacob and Amold Scholle)-
field, the greal revivalisis; Mathan Bangs, the studions, and
hmeph Willis, ihe profound reasonor--ihese all impressed ihe
prople wilh their spiril and power. John Finnegan s remem-

bered as the shrewd Irish preacher, who had one compartment
in his saddle bags for books and another for pills, plasiers andd
oiniment, and who, ke Luke of old, was both an apostle and a
physiclan, John Blades, ithe Catskill Mountain local preacher, o
maosi welful man in his day, 5 remembered as the eocenirle
bachelor who had such a dislike to children, and who had one
bay |Elifal Duncombe] put ool of meeling because he iwirled
his thumbs; and John Kline is spoken of as “the poor preacher.™
I & sald that one night he preached a very weak sermon In
Widow Silliman's house, where he lived, and at the close of his
discourse, his wife arose in the congregalion and said: “Why,
John, what ails you? | never heard such preaching. | could
preach better than that mysell”

A quarterly conference was held by Rev. Freeborm Garretison
in Charles Duncombe’s barn, in 179, and another was held in
ihe same netghborhood by Rev. Eljjah Woalsey, in the full of
1803, and others at Inier dotes by Revs, Henry Stead, Peter(P.)
Sanldiford, Daniel Ostrander, and Phineas Rice. . . . The mem-
bers af ihe township class, bath men and wemen, were nnted for
ihelr aitendance al guarierly mectings, nol anly in their own
circuit, but in the (Mzego, Albhany and Herkimer clreniis, and
they lrequently rode to Durkam, (o Beme and the Mohawh, to
(Msego Lake and Schoyler Lake, and (o the Buiternuis, on
ihese occasions.

Another prenching place, in those days, was lsase SHHmans
hiisse, a small frame bullding which lormerdy stoad on the
sauth side of the Delaware, on the right of the road keading
from Hobar to Stamiord, and near where Richard Powell now
lives. Here some of the preachers lived and enjoyed the kindly
faver of a family Tamous for their hospitality. lsaac Silliman
wis mever s member of the chorch, but his wife and children
were for many years among the beading Meihodisis in the
community, and thelr descendants are to-day dolng valuable
witth for the church in the Habart circaii. (1)

Uindoubtedly this society in the beginning was closely linked with
the ones in Bloonwille amnd Methodist Hollow, for they were in ml-
pcent seftlements and were formed very early. This was the begin-
ning of a period of rapid growth, however, and circuils expericnoed
frequent changes. While Township began on the Delaware Circuit,
it was later on incleded in the Jefferson Circuil. In 1835, it was o
the Kortright Circut which consisted of the following preaching
places: Fletcher's Chapel, or Kortright; West Rose®s Brook; Easi
Rose's Brook; Bovina Hill; Bovina Center; Hobart; Township of
Stamford; Isaac 5illiman school house; Head of the Delaware, pres-
ent day Stamford village; Howard school house; Stone school
house. (2} But two of these preaching points were at the time in
Methodist churches, Fletcher's Chapel and Township; the Head of
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the Delaware society met in the Union Chapel; the remainder met in
schools or private dwellings,

It was tweniy-nine years after its founding that the Township
society acquired its house of worship, The society was at this time on
the Jefferson Circuit. which had been formed in 1821,

Notices were sent out and the people of the Township neigh-
boarhood met on Janoary 13, 15823 at the home of Tohn M. Olm.
stead and considered the advisability of bailding a chuorch, It
wias uninfmoudly valed to boild the church, to be known as the
Township Methodist Eplscopal Church of Stamford. Three
trusiees were appointed; namely, JTohn M. Dimstead, Joseph
Bangs and David Duncomb to carry on the work. (3}

Later that same vear the church was constructed on Lot no, 46, The
frame was run up and the building enclosed. Rough benches pro-
vided the first scating used by the worshipers, The total cost of the
structure was about 3500, (4} The framing and construction of the
church were superintended by Peter Grani. (5) There were three
preachers on the circuit that year, Jesse Pomeroy, Quartus Stewart,
and C. Pomeroy. but there is no record of the part they may have
had in the building, if any, (5)

Thres years later, the church was brought to completion.

On February 6, 1826, the Society met ol the home of Levi
Dmstead and made plans for fumishing the church and two
ndditional trastees were appointed to wndertake this work.
They were Burr Skinner and Benjamin Poffer. . .. The present
pews are the same ones installed at thai iime with the only difl-
erence being, the cushions, and the partition in the center row
of seats having heen removed, When the pulpit was originally
beulli, it was ai a higher level than It ks today. [7)

Horse sheds, however, for the accommodation of the worshipers
coming from a distance, were not constructed until 1885, (B)

Relatively few changes have been made in the original structure,
henee the present day church seems like an echo from the past. One
sigmificant addition ta the church plant is thus described,

T grove below ithe church comprising 30 odd irees, of
maple and evergreen was sef out by John Sturgess and
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orginally belonged to Mr. and Mrs. CJ. Post. These trees and
the ground were deeded o the church in the spring of 1946. (%)

At about the same fime some 53000 were raised to improve the
building.

This included a new roof, raking the church and putting a
new lomndation wnder . A comer stope contalning mony
interesting ilems was labd.... Then the old plaster was
completely removed and a new covering of panel bonrd was
psed s the new walks, The whole interior was redecorated and a
new carpet laid. The old famace was discarded and an entirely
new aulomatic heating system installed making the charch
much mare comfortable. Electric lights were installed earlier,
ihe Mistures being hought with $100, which was kel to the
church by Mrs. Charles Tomphing a few vears ago.

The ald horseblock which everyone wanted preserved was
moved fo the front door and became the top siep to the en-
trance.

Anniber Improvement ... was the Installing of glass win-
diws hetween the main room and the galleries. This made fine
roams for the Sunday School classes. Originally the galleries
were fitted with seats which were elevated so as to be nble to see
the mimisier, bui these were removed many years ago. In
Dwiober of--{1948) ... a Mne picket fence was evected around

&

ihe sraded parking kod. {10

Mot until 144 years after the construction of the church did i ac-
guire a bell. Given by M. Maude Sturgess in memaosy of her hus-
bavind, Frank Sturgess. it was in 1968 installed in a belfry constructed
by the men of the church. (11}

Thas far we have been concemed principally with the establish-
menl of Methodism in Township, with the acquisition of a house of
worship. and with the gradoal fransformation of that house through
the vzars (o meet the needs and desires of :11|.-r|:|:ﬂlir.|g gemeralions,
The story of the Township church woulld not be complete withoat
some Hght being thrown on the activitbes of the congregation. The
record is far from complete, but from the fragments available some
wlea can be gaimed of what occurred through the vears.

Quarterly Meeting Conferences were high points on Methodist
ctreubts in the carly days in particular, and for many decades they
were conducied with predictable regularity, These were accpsions
when the presiding chders made their official visiis. Activithes In the
local societies would be dropped for thess occasions and as many of
the faithful as could attend woald converge on the appointed meet-
ing place For a season of preaching, the adminstration of the Lond’s
Supper, a love feast. and o business session,

The first quarterly meeting conference of which there 5 a revord,
held in Township, occurred on the LEth of September. 1824, with the
Rev. Danbel Osteander, Presiding Elder, in charge. Moses L, Pendel
was the Secretary. Undoubtedly the new mesting howse was taxed to
capacity, galleries and all. Since it was siill summer, probably the
windows were all open and these who could not be accommodated
imsice were able at least 10 hear the preaching. Theee formal ques-
teons were asked, and anssered in the ru:gl:tl:i'l.'e.' “Are there any
applications for recommendation to the District Conference”™; “Are
there any Hoenses (o renew”; and “Are there any appeals.” Cluestion
number ome referped to the pecruitmient of preachers, local and
itinerant, The second n'.pu::l!ilm alhede] 16 bocal pr:.al:h-l:r': il -
hiorters. The third guestion pertained to the attempt at democracy in
the church,. I:Ii:;;i.pl'im: was strict; but if anmy one !hnugh himself to
be unjustly judged, he had an avenue of appeal. (12)

Township did not become as intimately involved as a church and
as a community as did some other socketies in the region in spon-
mring CRmp mm:ing:.‘. p-:rhrtpx ]ﬁrgl.-]_l,l because of its remoteness
from the developing lines of travel. One of two Hudson River Dis-
trict camp meetings held in 183 was, however, arranged in Town-
ship, on land owned by Bore Silliman. It was announced to apen the
2ind of August. The Rev. Marvin Richardson was Presicling Ekder
in charge. (13 Since the Quarierly Meeting Conference was held on
the Mtk of August that year al Sramfond T“'ﬂ-'l'lhhi.]!l. this ew=il
oecurred during the course of the camp mesting. (14}

Fewer events of a secular or semi-sacred nature occurned at the
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Stamford Township church than in many of the average churcles
former days. At least fewer are of public record. In FET2 this noiio
appeared im fhe press:

Mr. H.H. Boli's Singing School at Stamford Township M.E.
Church, closes on Satarday Eve., Feb. 24th, with a Cancerti.
The Hobart cornet Band will be In attendance, The Programese
will consist of Choruses, (}d.lr-ttll:. Diﬂh‘ Salos, ete., aml
irvimie from the band, AN lovers of musle are Invited to sttend.
Addmizcion 25 cix. (15)

Perhaps this was an iselated incident.

Stamford Township did not grow beyond a certain point for o
convisiiogd of a cluster of Tarm. Duri:ng a time of farm economy
ihere could be just s many land owners and no more, One, or ol
miassl fw, sons might remain an home (o take over eventually from
ihe father: the rest of necessity had 1o ook elsewhere for occupations
ancl hasmes. The urmover in popukation was st a minimim, Charch
activities involved these farm families only,

Pasiors were persisient in their endeavors to coavert and o re
claim and now and pgain marked success resulied from their effors.

In (hci. 1B4T the Township church was blessed with a
gracious revival, Belbevers were more Mrmly groanded In the
faith, snd sinmers saved “from deaih™. Tl'llﬂjqn‘cl were con-
serted and twenty-nine were recelved Into the charch, (16

The Hev, F.I3, Abrams, assisted by Miss May [ Lindsay, ol
Irvington-on-the-Hudson, in December, 1908, held a revival in
Siombord 'I'uwn'b:hip which resulied in twenty-one I'H:IITI“ received on
privluition, mostly young men and wamen. (17)

A Delaware County Sabbath School Association, imter-denom-
inational in its scope, was organized to promode the religions train-
ing of the young. A report was released in 1883 o the effect that the
Sanelay Schaol of the Stamford Township church numbered 36, that
there were (hree conversions, and that the school contributed 51.60
tan nwissboms, (181 In 1897 there was & Stamford Town Association
which male pwards o encourage the several Sunday Schools within
il towa i, Btamiford Township was awarded second prize for average
atfendance; first price for per capita conteibutions; second prize for
Lirgest wmsber of home class members: and ficst prize for
percenttage of wung people’s sociely membsers (Epworth League).
O the basis of these achievemenis. Stamford Township was
aveardeel the town banmer. (19)

Several events of unusual interest cecarred during the years, A
welebration on Septemaber 7 and 8, 1923, marked the cenfenary of
il charch building. The Rev, Robert ). Harrison was pastor at the
fimie. Principal speaker for the cocasion was Bishop Luther B.
Wilson, Several former postors joined in the festivities. which

4

pttracted a large number of people.

Mot until 1946, during the pastorate of the Rev. Kenneth E.
Hoaver, did the church acquire a cornerstome. (200 At the same
time a mew furmace was installed, Repairs were made to the silk of
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the buikding, silks which were foand to be of seventecn inch square
hand-hewn timbers, and to the foundation itsell, Onoe the work,
which included the remaval of a church shed, the re-decoration of
the imterior. the building of a packet fence amd the planting of
shrubbery, was completed. a pe-dedication ceremony was armrangesd
in May of 1847, the sermon for the occasion being delivered by the
Rev. Burton F. Tarer, Superintendent of the Kingston Dhstrict,




The year 1948 was made nodable by the observance of the 125h
anniversary of the church building. H:;hup G, Bromley Cianam
delivered _1hl! sermon on Sunday, November 21, before a capaciiy
congregation,

The latest celebration, which occurved in August of 1973, during
the pastorate of the Rev. 1. Philip Gehres, marked the
sesquicentennial of the building. The festivities included a barbecur
and program on Saturday. the 18th, appropriate to the occasion, o
well a5 a special service the following day,

Even in this age of rapid change and mechanization, the ancieni
church in the Township valley has not lost its fascination either for
Ihose who worship there regularly or who visit it only occasionally,
Although its appearance suggests o former day which has long since
been passed by, by most of our places of worship, it is now, in this
latter portion of the twentieth century, a lively and effective place of
h‘qu’:.hip

METHODISM
COMES TO HOBART

The Christian faith as Methodists saw it was preached in the vic-
inity of upper Delaware County some several years before 1800,
When the first class or society was formed and by whom we do not
know. More than one of the early circuit riders may have been
involved. The first society most certainly dates from before 1789, for
in that year a Methodist church was built of logs in the town of
Kortright, in an area known as Methodist Hollow, This was super-
sedid in 1810 by a frame structure. (1) Then: was a society in Bloom-
ville which in 1810 acquired a bot for its church building (21, there
are two traditions, however, as to the actual date of the building,
1800 and 1808. (3} By the year 1794, there was a society in Stamford
Township which until 1810 was said to be larger than any other in
the Delaware District. {4)

Undoubtedly there were individual Methodists in the part of
Stamford known as Hobari well before the year 1834, when the
society is believed to have been begun there. In all probability most
of thiese were part of the Stamford Township society, although a few
may have been identified with the society at the Head afl the
Delaware, which was already in existence. (3) Eighteen thirty-four
seems 1o have been the seminal year for Hobart. That same year the
Kortright Circuit was formed, with the Rev. Bezaleel Howe serving
as preacher.

The organization of the Methodist society in Hobart was the
result of & protracied meeting held in January, 1834, by the
Rev. Beraleel Howe, preacher in charge. (6)

The work begun was sufficiently substantial that a church
building was projected almost immediately. Before the end of the
vear the plans of the society had matured to the point that just after
the new year dawned., the people were ready to proceed. A document
produced at the time reads:

This is to certify, that at a meeting of a number of the in-
habitants of Kortright, Stamford, and Harpersfield, in Dela-
ware County and State of New York legally warmed and
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notilied; and held al the dwelling house of John Allen in the
Village of Hobart on the iwenty sixth day of January in the vear
ol vur Laord one thousand elght bundred thirty five,

Tt was resolved and agreed to form themselves into a religious
Suciety or congregation by the name and stile (sic] of the second
Soclhety of the Methodist Episcopal Charch in the town af
Stamivrd; and to elect fve trosiees o ke charge of snd man-
mge ihe lemporal concerns of the sald Sockety, church, or
congregaiion.

Whereupon, we Beraleel Howe and David Denison were
chosen inspectors of the election, and judges of the guali-
fications of voters. And the ballots being taken and counted, it
appeared that John Allen, William Champlin, Isasc Silliman,
Amaos Hinman, and Thomas M, Clark were duly elected the
Mirst Trustees of 54, Sockety Church or congrepation.

In witness whereol, we the suid inspectors have hereunto set
our hunds and Seals this 27 day of January 1835,

Besmleel Howe
David Denbson 15

O 4 Feb. 1835 Bezaleel Howe and David Denison presented the
action of this group of people to James G. Redfield, Commissioner
of Dreeds for Delaware Coonty, who officially recorded the trans-
action, (7F The way was thus cleared for the socicty to proceed.

By midsunimer a location for ihe projecied church hod been
secured and the work had gone forward fo the extent that on 14
Augusg in the afternoon, the Rev. Desivignia Starks preached a ser-
man ai the cornerstone laying. (8) There seems to be no record of the
construction bevomd this nodice, not even an announcement aof o
didication, which wos undoubtedly held.

Some winetecn years later, the church required a thorough reno.
visthen to make it suitable for continued wse. By Mav of 165, the
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work was progressing satisfactorily,

Extensive alterntions and improvements have been golng
forward for the last three weeks, In and on this building. All ks
in be thomughly “modemiced™,. New pulpit, or desk--new
seqds, or pews-—-alskes carpeted--gallery, or orchesirn, re-
mdeled - windows veneifaned with blinds--repainied, owiside
and in; besides important Improvement of front proomds,

accessary steps, ete, (9

Botios went out almost immediately that the church was ready 1o be
reopened,

The M.E. Church at Hobart, Delaware Co., N.Y., will be re-
opened for divine service on Wednesday, June 21. Preaching in
the moming, ai 11 o'clock; and In the evenlng, ai 7% o'clock.
The Hev. L.H. King, of Pooghkecpsie, will officiate on the
oocasion, mssisted by ihe brethren. Minkters and people of the
adjoining clreults and stnthons are respectfully invited 1o be
presend, (10)

The pastor of the church at the time was the Rev. William B. Mit-
chell.

A rather effusive report of the events clustering arvund the dedi-
calion appeared in the press,

The Methodisi Eplscopal Church, in this sillage, wns re-
opened for divine worship, on the 21st uliimo. The venerable
Elder Phinchas Rice, of the Po'keepsle District, preached the
consecralion sermon. . ..

Rev. Mr. Cenwford, of Fishkill, sssisted the Elder in his
moming liturgy . ...

Rev. Lucius King, of Poughkeepsie, by appoiniment,
preached in the aflermoon, on Fachadah's prophecy of the
Messlah's adveni and misdon. Mr. K is o lavorie in these
paris--his failer resides In oour village, ...

A talenied young minkster from Prattsville preached in the
evening, when the somewhat porgeous chandeller lamp,
insterlum de romano) and the elegant allar Hghts were fimi
brought inte requisition, and shed over the blanched walls, var-
nished paint, dressed Aoor, and spangled, if oot plous audience,
their mild, abundant and beawtlful cifulgence.

Duaring the day and evening, the entire obligations al the
truslies, which in all amoounted to pear seven handred dollars,
were Tully lguidated; since then, the pews have been sold Fr
enough o meel the prospeciive requiremsents of the church For
the current yenr--thus placing the society, al once, upon a sure,
comlortable and EaRY hazks. (11]
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.I"|.II!|.'||.1IJE|'I the church H'Il'l!lugh the l'“'lj' FEATS of Tts wge ak such wai
aenl seasien repaired and refurbished., the time fimally arcived when
more cxlensive action seemed called for. A letter from the Key

Sheldon Merchant to the press in T885 speaks of the first actien
laken.

Lawi EHms v

1 b relawe ihe ald chorch which was erecied [ty years agn,
b bieen abeeaiesl fncomvenbeni. and needs thorough repales,
amil ihe increase all the Sunday Schoeol demands a leciure rosm,
U weveirpuienily ai ihe annual mecilng for the elecibon of imnesiees
belel im ihe MLE. Chourch Jan. 27, 1BRS. 1.M. (imsied afier o
sery allecting speech, sald that be greaily disiced o see ihem
bavve w meal el commaedious house of worship, and ihat his
et her, Sueal wd himsell would ghve (heee thousand dollars
towards D dhe choreh  (horoughly  renovated  and
beant e, prwkling the church would rake one thousand
dillars, The church cheerlully responded and in o shori time
et ilousand and thirty dollars were rabsed. (12)

Wy shasrtly, howeser, it was decided to baild anew instead of mak-
iz i altempl to re-fashion the existing structure to meet the needs
ul the eongregation. Action in the matter was speedy enough that by
Lt the mew chiirch was reacdy for dedication, The todal cost was
STANNY, half ihe amount, 3350 having been contributed by the
CHiested Family, and anosdher 3500 coming from Sanioel Andrews of
Pw Yowk, (1.3) Cobonel James CHiver of Andes was the buikding con-

Jivhn O v ad

iracior. (14} Lumber for the structure wis contracted Tor by LW,
Dickwsn, of Andes. (15)

When the church was built, 8 Mencely bell weghing 1024 soands
win receivgd an September of 18RS, to serve  the Methodise
community by calling the peopbe 1o worship, (161 The el snill in
iz, woins given by Ednice P. Van Valkenhurg Hanford, in menssry of
Iwer fiesi husband, A moagmficent and valuable menmrial wimilos,
dedicater] 1o Lewl Olasted. was placed in the end of the charch
wrpusite the nliar,

Tl ol charreh, w11l a subsiantial stroetore, wis porchased by H.
Humie Grant and moved fo a spat close to e site of the presem Tine
station, When pernission was seaght From the railrosd company fo
e it across the track to its intended location. the company re-
Fusesd to grani the peivilege. Mr. Grant et it be known be would be
asiil of the conimunity For o fime; in fact. be wend 1o Kingsoon where
he stayed over night. Upon his return the next day, he made the dis-
covery that in his absence the church building had been nvwed
across the raflroad right of way, It became the building which for
many years was known ps Grant Hall and which fater wos ocou peed
o5 a hardware store by E. T, Van Buren & Sons. (17)

Some years after the moving of the okl church (o its new locatin,
a search was mace of the attic, where the original pulpit was found
1o be stored, This was cleaned and re-finished and placed in the
present church. When the new chancel furniture was secured, it be-
came the stand on which the memodial book is placed.,
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There appeared in the press, onee the church was completed. (he
Tl lowaci ng noatice:

Prinddence permiiting, the new Methodisi Episcopal Church
ut Hohart ... will be dedicated on Thorsday, Oct. 15th, Dy,
G H. Gregory, Presiding Elder of the New York Distriet will
preach at k30 AM. and De. M. King at 7 P.M. AK. San-
ford, I0.00., will asslst in the services. (18]

Methodist Epioopal Church and Old Parsonsge. Now Geomge Slevend Houm
tadk of Chusrch,

The tedal cost of the completed church was $7.725, and the building
was declared to be free of debt when at the decdication service 51,775
was raised, (19)

Four vears later the people of the congregation were busy with the
redeonration of their new church. By means of a church fair they
cheared the sum of 5231, for use for this purpose. (200 In October of
that year, LH. Barlow and W.I. Kniskern were at work repainting
the church, 121)

In 1903, additional rerovation was undertaken, 5.0, Champlin of
Stambord wos engaged to decorate the interior for the sum of $185.
1220 Since ot this particular time the atiention of the church was
slirected toward the new parsonage. the project involving the church
building wos of less magnitude than it might atherwise have been.

Periodically thereafter re-furbishing was accomplished, in 1913,
for cxample, when H.K. Kniskern redecorated dthe walls. (230 A

L

repart made the following spring indicates the extent of the changes
which were mode,

IEES
Samctuary
Afier Remodeling

At Hotwirt, the suditoriom and lecture room hove been
lighted with eleciricily, the Moors recarpeted, the walls
redecoraled, and a new plpe organ Installed- Ih.'l: £ 53 m
Back of the pulpil i a pictare eight by ten leet, painted kn
subject, “Christ Falling Under the Burden of the Cross.” Th:
piciure is Lhe arlistic work, and gift io ihe church, of the pastor,

P. 5i. ). Colman, {24)

Sanetuasy After
Drgan and Pictare

Were Added

In 1925, another major project was launched,

The Meithodisi Episcopal church ai Hobart is ralsing 2 fund
of over 54,000 to repair the church. There is fo be new Aooring,
new pews, niw chancel and new memorial windows besldes a
W lr_l“lm sysiem and considernble of redecormtion. 1]5]

When 1934 arrived. a celebration of the centenninl of the church
wis undertaken, during the pastorate of the Rev. 5.A. MacCormac,
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Festivities began in January and were culminated by an acddoess by
Bishop Francis 1. MeConnell on Sunday, the 25th of March.

Drring the pastorate of the Bev, Beoneth B, Troran, swhich
exlended from 1949 to the spring of 1960, the church, recognizing o
need for space in which to carry on an expanding Sunday School amd
voutlh program, converted the lecture room area into modern cliss
racums and a church office. Largely with rhe help of members ol the
congregation, excavation work was undertaken to create a full oella
under the church, which allowed met only for furnace space bad fuor
an assembdy room. modern kitchen, rest reoms, and the Fireside
Room, paneled in obd wood and graced with a fireplace.

In 1954, chimes were given the church as a memorial to Mr. anid
Mrs. Fred M. Lyon. (26) These chimes are in the organ chamber. 1
speakers im the tower, The chimes are operated from the organ
I.'I1I'IBIHIIE.

Under the leadership of the present pastor. the Rev, 1, Philip
CGiehires, the Estey organ, rebutll and enlarged by the Chase Organ
Company of Worcester, New York, was placed in a room in the
church towwer 1n the south-east comer of the church. Tmmediaiely
affer the dawn of the vear 1966, a complete rensvation of the chireh
wils unglertaken, which included 'Inwr.'ﬂng the ceiling, insialling a
ilivided chancel, the replacing of the organ in the clancel, mew wall
and floer coverings, refinished pews, nndd mew chancel furmitune.
Belore Uhe servioe of dedication, held in June of that same year, new
vmimls wiere secored.

Hobart Meibodist Church

In the spring of 1946, the church purchased o small dwelling sit-

1.3

wated next (o the parsonage, from Mrs. Franciseo Franco, the pur-
pose being two-fold. The community was in need at the time of an
office for a part time doctor; besides, because the buikling was ad-
jeent to existing church property, it might serve to fill o future need
of the congregation. The requirement for a doctor’s office proved to
be short-lived and the structure, considerably improved by this time,
wis taken over for church purposes and named Weskey House, The
second Moor became a small apantment. presently occupaed by the
choir director. The first floor supplies a meeting room, an office for
the pastor, and a room for office equipment. In the summer and
carly fall of 1975, a mxlemn Kitchen was added 1o the Facilities of the
bauilding.

The devodion of the OMmsted 1:am:i|}', wivich resulied in the sub-
stantial beginning of the church endowment Fund., together with the
considerable addition from the O Connor sstate, placed the church
in a pasition to become o Christian benetacior of o small note. That
Olmsted endowment, amounting to $17.000, was bui the beginning
af o fund which has reached to more thar o million dollars,

A slgnal honor was pald the Hobart church in the Septensber,
1974, issue of The Inierpreter; one of the official publications of The
Unitexd Methodist Church, Written by Donald B. Moyer and entitlal
“It Can Be Dome™”, the articke tells how the church gave chvae o
ST2.000 for benevolences in 1973,

Benevolent giving by the church in 1960 amosnied to 32,546, 71
In P90 tlhe amount given was 31167574, The twdal for that perisd
il len years was 871, 7X207. From 1970 I|'|rn||g|'| 1974, the gIving
amiointed to 19090361, The sum of such giving G the Bifteen vear
period, 1960-1974, reached the fgure of $268.625.68, In one year
alone. 1973, the giving was STLAAL60. Few 0 any churches in
Amercan Methodism of the size of the Hobart Umiied Metbnslisg
Church have equaled this amowm,

e church continues in the present, as 18 has in the pasd, 1o pam
e @ lively program, designed fo enrich, to inform, ancd to imspine
its members as owell as lo make a meaniglal inpact oo the
community where it is situpted. Through ids Linited Moeihadist
Women., Church School, and youth fellawships 1 strve to ful il s
function as a church. By means of study classes and resowrce pir-
sonnel from outside the community i sirives 10 be a viable in-
stitution in this rapidly changing world,
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THE PARSONAGE

The church acquired a parsonage in 1859 Living accommo-
dations for the preacher previous to this time were apparently
rented. The pastor on this occasion, the Rev. William Goss, reported
that the church was in the

.-« process of erectlng a new pamonage, Mloely located, and
have nearly emough on subscription o pay lor it when
completed. (27]

That parsonage is now a private dwelling on Pearl Street adjoining
the church property. It stood originally on the site of the present
parsrmige, Although it has sustained alterations and improvements
through the years, some idea of its original appearance may still be
gaingdd from its present appearince.

At the 1864 Fourth Quarterly Conference. the trustees reported
that there wis expended

- - .abaut one hundred and Fifty Dollars in building lne fencel.)
hullding woad house and repairing and altering the pasonnge
and some slight repairs on the Church. ... The Trustees have
plsn added (o the parsonage a good Cook Stove. The parsonage
larnilure now consists of four Stoves (all that s needed) Eight
Chalrs and ane Bedstead. The parsonage premises embrace
ahout noe half acre of land, a part of which is under cultivation
ms a garden and the remainder &5 o grass ploi set out wiih fruf
and ormamental trees. There is a small but comfortable carriage
hawse and an evcellent well ol water near the bouse, The lund s
i a good state of cultivation and the fences in good repair. (28)

1t seems likely from the available evidence that the parsonage was
not insurced until 1859, At a trustee meeting held the 28th of January
ol that yvear, a resolution was adopted to the effect

Theat the irustees get this church and parsonage insured at as
carly o day as praciable [sic] and for such an amount as they
think proper & hest, and that they levey an assessmeni on ihe
members of this church 1o defrey sald expense of [nsuring. (29)

Insurance coverage at this time seems to have been intermittent, for
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at & trustes meeting held 27 Jan, 1885, insurance for the parsonape
was again discused and it was

... vobed that trustees Ins. parsonage in some Stock company.
3

From a report bearing the date 1898 we learn something as to the
lack of plumbing in that early parsonage,

There having been no drainage from the parsonage, a large
cess pool has been dug and stoned and tile pipe has been laid
in & trench dug from parsonage to parden. A branch **Y" was
left in this pipe line near the corner of the church, so that build-
ing could be connected at some future time, (31)

By 1884, long before it was to materialize, a new parsonage was
being projected.

The ladies of the M.E. Church will give an entertainmenti in
ihe new Store of A.G. SHliman, Hobart, for the beneflt of the
new Parsonage, Tuesday evening March 25th. (32)

By 1902 the church was ready to procure a new home for its pastor,
spurred on in part by a generous offer from John M. Dlmslu‘]._ In
order to repair the church and to move the parsonage to a lot behind
the church sheds, and to build a new parsonage, he would give five
dollars to match every dolkar raised by the church, the total amount
of his giving not to exceed 54,000, (33) Early in 1901 it was reported
that

; - 1 . : g WA

siethodiie Eplsoopal Church asd New Parsoage showing ol thedsin back of
church.

22

The chorch bought of LM, Olmsted a lot between Robert
Thumpson's house and the chorch property, moved the old
parsonage on the lot, placing a ccllar ander the same, W.W.
Hubbell of Roxbary contracied for the moving of ihe parsonppe
for $250.00. The work was hepun about the first of December
and completed about the middle of January. The lat an which
the parsonage now simnds cost the sockely $25.00.

W.W. Hubbell alio coniracied to move the bam on the
church property back two sialls, take off two stalls From cach
end of the sheds nearet the road and maove the sheds nearesi
the church in line for $75.00, The soclety paid him 500 extra
For mew sills and repairs (o sheds. [34)

An interesting node has survived concerning the momentoas hooge.
mawing project,

The work was begun Thanksgiving day 1902 ... The house
containing the household goods was moved on sheds and most of
the time fire wos kept buming as the pastor occuphed the
baiilding while moving. The pastor®s wife Mrs, G0, Wilsey was
enferiained ni the home of Frank T. 5illiman, Township for a
period of around two months while the moving was going on,
i35)

The old parsenage, once it was in shape to be disposed of, was sold.
The records supply us with a somewhai detailed account of the
fashioning of the new parsonage,

The contract for excavating the cellar of the mew housei,)
which stands on the same site very neadyl,] alse building ihe
cellar walli,] was let io Mr. Milton Beesmer of 50. Koriright for
e Hundred and Ninety Dallars 5190000, He is (o fornish ihe
stone needed above what §s in the old cellar,] also to baild rock
Face wall twa feet below the sill of the hoase,

The cellar is to be seven (7] ft. decp and ihe top of the cellar
wall to be om a Hree with Mes. Hanford's cellar wall so that they
bath are on a line,

Because the face wall was four inches higher than contract
called forf,] and [or the wall laid Ihmgh the centre of the oellar
for foundaiions for purtitions throagh the cellar, the sum of
S 10,0 extra was voled Mr. Besmer. He receives S20L00 for his
conbract, (36}

The successiol bid for constructing the new parsonage was made
by George Harrds, of Jeflerson, for $2,5600 This did not include
cellar, plumbing, heating equipment. of painting. (37) The press
reported in September, in addition (o the mformation that George
Harris drew the plans and specifications, that
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The new M.E. parsonage al Hobart is rapidly being finished.
The carpenater waork was completed this week. When finished it
will be one of the Minest parsonapges on the Kingsion districl.
The interior arrangement ks & model design. The Onely Mnished
hall and simirway in panel work of eak, the well equipped
kitchen and pantry with shundance of cupboard room, the
large windows so nicely arranged giving abundance of light, all
are a delight. There are so few parsonages af this character in
the country, that the pastor, Rev. G.0. Wiksey, must consider
himself fortunate ta lve in such a house. (38}

Mew Parscnage. Later ciosed froat porch.

1t was not long, however, befare there were problems connected with
the new parsonage, witness the trustees in 1908 authorizing a cold
abr register For the dining room, (39 Hot air heating systems, while
not in their infancy, still left much to be desirned, In 1909 concrete
Noors were poured in both the chureh and parsonage cellars. (40)
The year 1912 was marked by the painting of both the church and
the parsonage. A sewer pipe was laid from the parsonage ready to be
connected with the sewer main. (413 1t must have been o time for all
to rejoice when in 1999 the trustees authorized the secaring of an
estimate on the cost of wiring the pastor’s home, (42)

An item of particular human inferest involving the pastor and his
family is the record of the Rev. AM. Morgan to the effect that
during his final year in Hobart the village was visited with a severe

T4

typhoid epidemic. accompanied by, and undoubtedly resulting
from, a water shorfage,

Every thing froze up tight during the winter. Even now, as 1
write, April Sth, 1912, the makns are frozen tight and no water
save from well and a few springs. (43)

Was the parsonage well re-activated? We are not given that
information. Long unused and generally neglected wells were
probably not safe sources of water supply.

The same parsonage, altered many times to keep it in repair and
to enable it to be satisfactory in changing times, is in use today. It
has continued throughout the vears to house the pastors whe came
to serve the charge, along with their families.

CAMP MEETING

There appears to be record of but one camp meeting having been
held in Hobart. Because of its human interest if not for its effective
ness it deserves o be recorded. The year was 1869 and the public
press is our source of information.

The Methodist Camp-Meeting for this year, will be held near
Hobart, commencing Sept. 6th, and ending Sept. 11th. (44)
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A later announcement appeared with a few words of instruction Let the next ane open with life: let the members get converted

hefore they pitch thelr tents. ... [47)
Those wishing tenis will do well 1o address me at an early

day. E. Tinker, Hobart. [45) Whether or not the none (oo pleasant memories clustering arcund

ihis camp meeting account for the absence of additional mectings of
Farther on in the same e of the paper appears an additional in this sort we shall probably never know,
sert concerning this subject. |

The t:l.‘l'l'lp meeling near Hobarl will be held on Mre. Grant's
land, an the “Clove road.”

Al the close of the meeting there appeared this disparaging actount
of the proceedings.

The Methodist Camp Meeting commenced near Hobart, laxi
week Monday, and closed Sunday nighi. Four days were very
inclement, and the attendance was limited, The ground was
very poor, and unfit for o meeting of the kind in damp weaihoer.
0 Sunday there was a [alr atiendance. We hear that only one
conversion | announced. As a whale, il seems o have been a
Failure. (e reason for §s 1 success, was the fact that the
managers commenced war immediately on the sutsiders, and
this fold heavily. People will not be forced inta obeying the
mandaies of hroken down preachers. There were about a doren
preachers present, bui talent, good judgment, and influence an
an audlence, seemed to be absent. The fewer such meetings are
held, the better.

P.5. -- We lenrn that the converted person made hls sscape,
mnd no irace can be found of him since the “nieresting event.””
(46)

Excerpts from a communication io the paper, reinforcing the dis-
mal estimate of the press already noted, are quoted:

I iook sccasion to attend this mecting two days of Camp-
mecting week, It was bad to have rain nearly every day, and
cold damp nighis.

The writer then preaches a sermon on what a good Christian ought
to be like. The letier continues:

With thise remarks as a basis, and afier wiinessing the sour,
grull and ungenibemanly manmer In which some of the
managers conducted themselves, is it to be wondered at that the
resull of the meeting was & complete fallure?. . .. The whale

eamp was gold. . ..

Betore closing his letter, the weiter gives this bit of advice concerning
any future camp mesting,
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THE BANGS FAMILY

The Lemuel Bangs family came to Stamford in 1791, from Fair-
fiedd. Conn. The bead of the household, a blacksmith, farmer, part
tinse school teacher and land surveyor. was, singularly enough, a
will-read man. He had married twice. first a Miss Hall, by whom he
haad five children. His second wife was Rebecca Keeler, of Ridge-
field, Conn., by whom he had nime chibfren. (1}

Cur concern will be principally with Tour of these, of his second
Family: Joseph, Mathan, John, and Heman. Their birth dates were as
Pl bawws;

Joseph, 1776
MNathan, 2 May 1778
Jahn, 1781
Heman, 15 April 1790
All four became preachers in the Methodist Episcopal Church:
Mathan. John, and Heman, “traveling preachers™: and loseph, a
“local preacher™. Joseph remaimed longer in Stamlond than the
oiher ithree, who lived and served elsewhens, Mosi of Nathan's
mimsterial vears were spent in or near New York Cily: most of
Heman's, in or near New Haven, Conn,; most of John's. close to
Mamibord. in or near Harpersfield or the town of Kortright,

The children of Lemuel and Rebecea (Keeler) Bangs became
converts o Methodism. Lemuel never withdrew from the Protestani
Episcopal Church, with which he had been affiliated since his early
days. When asked on one occasion why he oo did not become a
Methodist, he replied to the effect that he was too old 10 make any
change. Moreover. he could not discover any significant differences
between the teachings of Methodism and those of the Episcopal
church, Lemuel had at one time held an official position in St
Peter’s charch, located in his neighborhond,

The trek of the Bangs family to Stamford was preceded by the
arrival there. in the autumn of 1791, of Joseph and Nathan, traveling
the distance on foot, carrying all their gear in knapsacks, Their
purpese was (o build o temporary home 0 accommaodate the re.
mainder of the family when they should come. No ssoner had they
succoeded in erecting o cabin than it was consumed by fire. Their
discouragement was somewhat dispelled when their neighbors
turned 1o and helped them replace their loss. Mext to come was the
father, whose arrival greatly heartened the boys. Sl later the
mother and the remainder of the children came, Those first years
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were filled with almost endless toils, with dangers and an xieties, and
with the usual privations common to the frontier of that day. :
Lemuel Bangs seems to have been a rather restless man, being
satisfied for no great length of time with one specific employment,
nor content to live long in any one location. A man of considerable
versatility, he appears to have been at home in a variety _nl' el
tions. After at least two moves in the State of Connecticut anl
then to Mew York State, he took a portion of his family with him 1o
Upper Canada, Two at least of his daughters were married and

made their homes there. [2) _ _
We have no way of knowing what Lemuel's wife, Rebecca, contri-

huted to the family, She was a hardy person, obviously, else she
could not have endured the rigors of the frontier as long as she did;
nowr cvat Il she otherwise have been a mother as hf!tl'l as she was. How
goudd the rapport was between the father and his preacher sons wi
cannot tell. He was obviously somewhat older than the average
father even in that day would have been, since he hpd_u reared one
farily of children to adulthood prior to his second marriage. He was
ohviously a person of some mental substance and maral integrity.
clse there 15 small likelihood of his having the capability of pro-
ducing four such sons as Joscph. Nathan. John, and Heman, besides
several doughters, who, however, do not enfer into our account.

Lemuel, the Episcopalian. fathered four sons who Im::rlmi
Methodist preachers. They in turn brought forth six Method is
preacher sons.

JOSEPH BANGS

e oldest and least well known of the four Bangs brothers who
became Methodist preachers was Joseph, A son of Lemuvel Bangs, he
was born in Stratford, Connecticut, in 1776, and died 7 January
F548, aged 72, in Tecumseh, Michigan. (1) Joseph Bangs became a
Farmuer, cecupying Lot no. 79 of Great Lot no. 42 of the Harden-
burgh Patent. (2) That farm, in Stamford Township, is known today
as the Walter Brockway place. Joseph married Hulda, daughter of
Hurr Silliman (3), a prominent Methodist in Stamford, 1t is stated
that Joseph was converted at the age of 25 (4] The circumstances of
his conversion have been thus detniled:

He was converted to God through the Instrumentality of his
heather Nathan, who had heen led to the Saviour while teaching
whonl In Canada. Immedintely after his conversion, he wrote
his brother Joseph an account of his experience, secupying
severnl sheets of paper. While reading this, Joseph was
awnkened io a sense of his sins and a need of o Saviowr, and was
sonn mlier converted. . . . {5)

It 15 thoroughly understandable that a deep regand should have pre-
vailed between Nathan and Joseph during the remainder of their
lves, Mathan could fiofl bl have been semsible of this fact: that
lomeph was not only his blood brother, but his spiritual “son'’. in the
usual peceptance of the term, as well, Joseph, in turn, possessed un-
til the end of his days a regard for his younger brother, a more than
filial regard, because of his instrumentality in pointing out to him
the Christian way. of an unusual depth.

A converted Joseph Bangs was nof content to be 0 nominal
Christian. How soon he became identified with the affairs of the
circuit which included the socicty to which he belonged we do not
know. His brother Nathan was licensed to preach in August of 1801
and began eireuit work immediately. (6) This event undoubtedly had
its effect on loseph,

The 1815 session of the New York Conference was held in May. in
Albany, with Bishop William M’ Kendree presiding. Bishop Asbury,
very feeble and within a vear of his death, was present and officiated
al the ordination ceremonies. Among the local preachers elecied
that year to receive deacon’s orders were Joseph Bangs and his
brather, John, Joseph had been recommended from the Delaware
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Circuit and John, from the Kortright Circuit. (7) Ordination took
place on the Hith of May. It was not until 1837, however, thai Joseph
Bangs was ordained elder, at Detroit, Michigan, by Bishop Rubeii
E. Roberis. ()

Mo record has apparently survived concerning the official acts of
Joseph Bangs within the church until the year 1824, when the
Jefferson Stewards’ Journal was begun. Joseph Bangs was listed as
one of three stewards, the other two being Harvey Brown and Muoses
L. Pendel. (9) At the quarterly conference, conducted on the camp
ground 10 July 1824, Joseph Bangs was elected a member of the
committes to estimate the “table expense and fuel necessary for the
preachers on this circuit for this year.” (10} In December of that
same vear, at the quarterly conference conducted in Jefferson. he
was chosen. along with Talbeott Starr and David Sage. 1o be a mem
ber of the “committee to provide house or houses for the preachen
next year,” (11}

Joseph Bangs continued to serve on these two committees undil
182, At the quarterly meeting conference held on the 2nd of August
of that vear, at Stamford Township, Joscph Bangs presented his
resignation as circuit steward, his place being filled by George
Frisbic. At the same time the following resolution was adopted:

Resalved that Br Joseph Bangs be recommended as a useful
andl secepiable Local Preacher. (12)

T'he records contain no further reference to this man, The inference
1o bie drawn is that he was shortly expecting to move away from the
Ircuin.

There were certaln civic responsibilities with which Joseph Bangs
was charged during his residence in Stamford Township. There were
ten road masters in the town of Stamford in 1800, and Joseph Bangs
was one of these, There is record that he held this office again in
1813 (130

There & no clue s to Joseph Bangs' reason for leaving Stamford
Tewnship., which he did in the fall of 1828, To be sure, his brothers.
sisters, and father went elsewhere 1o live, but most of them stayed
fairly close, Besices, his wife's family eontinued to reside in Stam-
ford. The most reasonable conjecture seems to be that he, like his
father. was imbued with something of the pionecring spirit which
prompted them to move periodically in search of richer, more work-
able soil, Joseph was, afier all. a farmer, who would be well aware of
the difficultics and excellences of farm Lland, A letter to the Christian
Advocnte, sent 24 July 16829, nearly a year after his departure from
Stamford Township, dated from Tecumseh, Michigan Territory.
seems to bear oul this assessment of Joseph Bangs' principal reason
for emigrating.

| rejaice that | feel as If the ‘lines had [allen to me In pleasant
places.” The situation of this country ks exiremely pleasani,

1

the sofl remarkably rich and ferille, well watered, and the cli-
mate healihful, This tewnship, which was a complete wilder-
ness five years ago, now conlains abowt 500 inhabltants, and
emigrants (sic) from different parts are coming in fast. There
are twa Christian socleties gathered here, a Preshyterian and a
Methodist, and they appear much united. | preach generally
amce or iwioe every Sabbath; but there is greai need of [aithlul
labourers, as our circult preachers seldom visit ws. 1 hope,
huwever, the Lord will not forsake us, but vislt us with the
showers of his grace. (14

Tecumseh continued to be his home for the remainder of his days.

Juseph Bangs was not @ man to recount his own activities, and
ihere is scant record of what he did, The journal of James Gilruth.
Presiding Elder of the Detroit District of the O Conference, gives
two glimpses of this local preacher. He wrote on 4 October 1834,

After Meeting | went with Br Bangs fo a Shkier Johars & took
supper: her husband s » universallan & lives as might be
expected: he was once & Preshyterian & then » Methoadist &
naw @ sinner-Held prayer Meeting at candle light which was a
eomforiable season. . .. (15}

O the Gith of October. a Monday, he penned:

Spent the morning tHl § at Br Faots. Set out for home & rode
ta Br Joseph Bangs & dined. ... (16}

It was not uncommon for a deeuit or o local preacher (o accompany
the Presiding Elder on his official visits in a locality with which the
preacher was familiar, to assist. to guide, and to introduce the
Presiding Elder to strangers. Inns were often non-existent, and even
when they were to be found, preachers traveling availed themselves
af friendly homes whenever they could, not the beast of which would
be the homies of the local preachers.

While Joseph Bangs in his western home was separated by dis-
tance from most of his family, the family ties were preserved as far as
it was possible to preserve them in that pioneering day. Lemuel
M'Kendree Bangs. son of Joseph's brother, the Rev. John Bangs,
went to Michigan to live either with or near his uncle. The Christian
Advocate in 1837 reported the death of this young man, aged 11, in
Joseph Bangs' home after his return to Michigan from a visit to his
parental home in Kortright, Delaware County, New York. He was
gtricken with a fever shortly after his arrival back in Tecumseh and
did mot survive, (17)

Joseph Bangs had two sons who entered the itinerancy of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, one, Francis B. Bangs, who at least on
one oceasion, in 1852, was a General Conference delegate from the
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Michigan Conference. It is worth noting that at this sam i
the General Conference, two of his uﬁ:lts, brothers ﬂrﬂhj.:a::::::;r
Tﬁl!m delegates: Nathan and Heman Bangs, both 'n.']!crﬁlmlingl
;Bm“;-;a:’-.;; El.:{st Conference, It is possible that no other single
o this amount of representation at a single session of

15 august body. Another son. William H. Bangs, joined the Mew
‘!"I:'-{Lif'un[mnc: and died in 1ER. (18)

re appears (o be oo recond of Joseph Ban (i

turned to Stamford. His occupation as !'n?;ncr hcghﬁrrﬂ:l I:.‘.‘ .'..'r
kand. His commitment 1o the ministery absorbed all the encrgy and
time he could muster for the work. The type and scope of seivics
which he was able 1o render doss mot of course resemble (he
accomplishments of his two most llustrious brothers, Nathan ol
Heman. He probably did not have the energy and drive of his bro
ther John, but such as he had he gave frecly in the Gospel ministry

4

NATHAN BANGS

Aside from Francis Asbury, Freeborn Garretison, and Jesse Lee,
s mian im American Methodism was better known in his day than
Nithan Bangs. His biographer, Abel Stevens, opens his definitive
pecount thus:

v, Nathan Bangs was not only a public but n representative
man, in the Methodist Episcopal Church, for more than half a
century. During nearly sixty years he appeared almosi con-
stantly in is pulpits. He was the founder of s periadical
literature, and of lis “Conference course™ of ministerial study,
and one of the founders of its present system of educational
institutions. He was the first misslonnry secretary appointed by
is General Conference, the first clerieal editor of its General
Conference newspaper press, the first editor of its Cuariedy
Review, and, for many years, the chief editor af its Manthly
Magazine and its book publications. He may be promounced
the principal founder of the American literature of Methodism;
a literature now remarkable for Its extent, and of no incon-
siderable intrinsic value, Hesides his innumerahle
miscellancous writings for it perfodicals, he wrote more
volumes in defense or llustration of his denomination than any
ather man. He became iis recognized historian, He was one of
ihe founders of itz Misslonary Seciety, he wrote the
Constliution and frst Circular Appeal of that great cause, and
through sixteen years, prior to the organization of iis secretary-
ship as a salaried function, he Ilabored indefatigably and
gratuitously for the society, as is vice-president, secrelary, or
treasurer. During more than twenty years he wrote all its
Annual Reports. After his appoiniment as lis resident secretary
he devoted to it his entire energles, conducting its corres-
pondence, seeking misshonaries for it, planning lis misslon
flelds, pleading for it, in the Churches, and representing il in
ibe Conferences. (1]

%o wrote one who was himself an able historian and biographer, in
the year 1863. The account goes on to say that Nathan Bangs has
been ranked “next to Asbury in historical importance in his
Church.™

15



Ax has already been noted, the object of this sketch was bom Pelay
2 1774, in Stratford, Conn, He was thus bai a by al’ thirteen when
the Bangs family removed to the town of Stamford Mathan, a sial-
wart lad by that time and well schooled for his ape, pave preal
promise for the vears to come,

Al the age of 17, Nathan was employed as private tutor in the
household of Esquire Hardenburgh, who was so well plessed  with
the young man that he recommended him to be a public school
teacher. He was engaged in this capacity to teach in a sehood on il
east branch of the Delaware. near Roxbury. His knowledge of
surveying caused him to be called on frequently 1o exercise his
capability during his free time. 1t was while he was teaching that he
had his first contact with Methadist preaching. A small Methodisi
class met in the neighborhood, which he frequently attended.

Ned content to remain as a teacher in a rural school, he deter-
mined to Follow a brother-in-law, Seth Smith, to Upper Canada. His
parents consenting to the removal, be el home on the 9th of May,
1799, shortly after entering his twenty-first vear. The telp was
arduous and at times hazardous.

Mot finding ready employment as a surveyor, Nathan “took a
sehowl™ some six miles from Miagara Falls, on the Canadian side.
This was a time of serious spiritual searching for him. He became
avquainted with a family possessing a small library of excellent
boiks, and he was given free access to these treasures. [t was his
ventact with the Hev. James Coleman, one of the early circuit
preachers whe volunteered for labors in Upper Canada, that en-
abled MNathan Bangs to find his way into the Christian faith. The
culmination of this time of mental and spiritual searching deter-
muined him for the Methodist itinerancy. Abel Stevens says of him:

He had prided himsell on his fine personal appearnnee, mEd
hud dressed in the full Tashion of the times, with rfifed shirt,
and long hair in a cue. He now ordered his laundress o take off
his ruffles; his long hair shared the same fate, not, however,
without the remonstramces of his pious shter. .. [2)

What Mr. Bangs spoke of as the “perfect love which casteth out
Fear™ came to him Febs. 6, 1801, while he was visiting a pious family
of his acquainiance,

Close upon this deep religious experience came Nathan Bangs'
eall to preach. Licensed to exhort, he was in August of 1801 licensed
to preach and went immediately on the Niagara Circuit with the
Bev. William Anson, In Decemiber, Long Point was detached amd
Mr. Bangs was given the responsibility of building a new circuit.

The 1802 session of the New York Conference was held in Jupe in
Mew York City, Mr., Bangs attended and was assigned to the Bay of
Quinte Circuit, in Upper Canada, along with the Rev. koseph Sawyer
amd the Rev, Peter Vannest. He mode a side trip to visit his family,
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whown e had not seen in five years, He commenis:

“They all received me joyfully, As my father was In the feld, |
wentl ol to find him, and met him on the way, bul wis so over-
o that | could not speak for some time. Afler recovering
wysell, 1 spoke a few words, and then asked him if 1 uigl:
preach in his house thai evenlng. He gave his conseni. Wao
bl sent around, the house was filled at an early hour, and my
Iatlser, whe was much prejudiced against the M-Ell'lﬂll:l.ihi.l 0ETH-
pied an adjoining room. | gave out the following words: ‘Come
anal hear all ye that poss by, and 1 will declare what he hath
done Tor my soul.’ After a hriel introduction, | related my
U hristian experience, and God abundantly hlessed my soul, and
enlarged my heart, and gave me liberly of atterance. When |
vincluded my sermon, | asked if any one was present sl
would close the meeting, and who should arise bt my eldest
hrother loseph, who had been made a partaker of dlrlm grace
i miy absence, and who was now a licensed exharter.” (3]

‘here were other oceasions when Nathan Bangs returned to Stam-
:i-h'nrl. after his father had moved away and Joseph rt'mum-ui_hehmd.
o operate his farm. Such visits were precious 1o this busy
chirchman, who enjoved the respite from pressing duties and the
companionship of Joseph, to whom he was deeply attached.

At the June, 180H. session of the New York Conference Mr. Bangs
way ordained deacon and received as a full conterence member. Two
days later he was ordained elder. Bishop Francis Asbury acted in
this irregular manner for the reason that Nathan Bangs was to
peturn (o Canada upon what was conceived 1o be a mission Feeld and
needed all the ecclesinstical backing he could be given. On the 27th
af April. 1806, he was married to Miss Mary Bolton, of the town of

iglwardsburgh. Upper Canada. _

1;I'n'lr. E;ngrlmgﬁﬁs brother, Joseph, in Stamford. in 1808, He
has beft us an amusing aneccode arising from this visit.

o nsiance was | badly treated, excepl once on the west
h...:':q??.; the Delawnre, wllzllur:. after atiending = quarierly
mecting n Delhi, | came o the Protesiant Epscopal Church, &
few miles above, at which an appointoent had been given oul
Tor mie; bt on my arcival [ found the church dosed against me.
Ax, however, the people had assembled, | stond in o wagon and
delivered my message: some opposers attempting meanwhile (o
drown my voice by ringing the hell, a useless attempt against
any ltinerant whose voice had been toned amid the storms of

Canada.” (40

The Protestant Episcopal Church referred to was 5t Peter’s in
Hashar.
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The Conference that year met in Amenia; Nathan Bangs wos
assigned to the Delaware Circuit, which brought him to the very area
where his parents and most of his brothers and sisters were still
living. He attended the General Conference that same year, at Balti
more, and found the experience exciting and stimolating,

Cruring his itinerancy on the Delaware Circuit, Nathan lelt hix
wifie at the home of his brother, Joseph, He had some thirty aperin-
mients to meet in four weeks, The vear was made memorable for him
by two camp meetings. one held in the town of Kortright and the
ether, in Blenheim, This was the year in which his brother Heman
joined the church,

From this time onward, Mathan Bangs became increasingly active
in conlerence affairs, and in controversies with the Calvinists. He
hegan to write for publication and to hold office in various agencies
of the Church. He was a General Conference delegate in 1808, in
1812, and with but one exception served in this capacity for nearly
fifty years. In 1803 he became presiding elder (the earlier equivalent
of districi superintendent) of the Rhineheck Districe,

Mr. Bangs' vigor continued until the end. Superannuated in 1852,
he died one day after his 84th birthday, 3 May 1862, He contributed
a son io the Methodist minisiry, the Rev. William M Kendree
Bangs. He had eleven children, six sons and five daughters,

Since litthe is presently known in the locality concerning Nathan
Bangs. it seems entirely fitting that attention should be called 1o
kim. Although he achieved his renown elsewhere than in Delaware
County. he might well nod have reached the height he did had he not
received the training and rigorous discipline of the pioneer home
wheere e was reared and froms which he went out into what was to be
an illusirous carcer,

JOHN BANGS:
“APOSTLE TO THE MOUNTAINS"

Through the counties of Delaware, Schoharie, Otsego and
Lireene, for long years, no name, perhaps, was maore familiar
ihan. . . . that of John Bangs. His giant frame arrested the eye,
and his trumpet voice still dngs in the ears of these whoe heard
Ism, Long rides over hill and mountains, through storms, were
s long a comman experdence with him, as scarcely to elicit a
ward, He nccepled the toil of his calling as o matter of course,
and no mormur, no complaint--he was above that. His salary,
necessary as il was, was passed as an incldental matter. The one
intense ohject of his life was o win soubs and see the cause of
Gind prosper. That was his study and his work--his sphere,
which gave full scope to all his powers of body and of mind; ol
im0 he wos cheerful, happy, buoyant. (1]

S0 wrote the Rev. Joseph Hariwell, who as a boy knew John Bangs
ard later on was associated with him as a Fellow preacher in the New

York Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

There were four Bangs brothers who were Methodist preachers:
loseph. a farmer and blacksmith, who for many years remdered sig-
nal service as a local preacher; Heman who

spent thirty-three years in the strictly pastoral work. Three
years he was agent for the Wesleyan University, and eighteen
years he was Presiding Elder. ... (2)

anel whe was 3 member of the Mew York East Conference at the time
of his death: Mathan, of whom Abel Stevens remarks.

It has been Jusily said that be ranks next to Asbury in his-
inrical imporance to his Chorchy (3

amd John, the subject of this essay.
Juhn Bangs was born in 1781 in Stratford, Conn.; when he was

eleven vears of age, his family moved to the town of Stamford, N.Y.
His father, Lemuel Bangs, was variously a school teacher, land
surveyor, and blacksenith, When John was seventeen. he went i live
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in Harpersfield, in the home of David Wilcox, a blacksmith, where
he served as an apprentice until he was twenty-one. While becoming
proficient in the trade by which he was to earn his livelihood in
suhsequent years, he formed a liking for dancing and for profanity
which resulted in a lingering regret once he answered the call o
become o Christian. and to an abhorrence of these as long as he
lived.

After a brief visit to Canada, consuming about three months, he
returned and the l’n”uwing vear married Mary Rickey, of H‘FF"“";'
ficld, January 2. 1804, the ceremony being performed by the Rev.
Stephen Fenn, Presbyterian pastor there. The young couple estab-
lished their home in the town of Kortright, where he practiced his
trade of blacksmithing; there he resided more than forty vears, Mrs.
Bongs dicd March 12, 1845, in Harpersfield, aged 62 vears. She had
vone from o Presbyierian family; converted a shart time after her
harcband, she became o faithful Methodist. Seven months after the
cheath of his first wife, John Bangs married, October 7, 1845, Mrs,
Arcthusa Palmer, of Maryland, Oisego County.

John Bangs was licensed to exhort by the Rev, Henry Stead, the
e who s credited with his conversion. His license to preach was
vgned by the Hev. Elijah Woolsey. Bangs has supplied us with
singularly Tittle information regarding his own affairs; but from
e ber sources we learn that his Heense to preach was probably issued
in 1806, He was ordained deacon, along with his alder brother,
Jimeph, on May 20, 1813, in the city of Albany, by Bishop Francis
Asbury. [t wos not until 1819, however, that he applied for ad-
musion (o the New York Conference; his first assignmient was (o
Sharon Circuit. When the Jefferson Circuit was formed from part of
the Sharon Circuit, in 1821, he and Henry Eames were placed in
charge. This new circuit consisted of 42 appointments, involving o
I} nuile trek, which was designed to be covered in six weeks.,

For health reasons Bangs was made supernumerary in 1835 and
continued in this relationship 6o the conference for the remainder of
vis life. Hiis death came as the result of a severe attack of diarchoea,
lor which he sought no proper ireatment. Diving on Sunday,
February 4. B4, he was buried in Stamford. Seen in bare outline,
the career of John Bangs appears fo be what was typically
experienced by the average Methodist itinerant of his day. Seen in
detail, that career is dispovered 1o have been singularly unique.

It will be nosted that when in 1819 John Bangs was received into
It Mew York Conference, he was 3 vears of age, Many itinerants of
s duy had finished their work and had been claimed by death be-
fore they were that old. While nearly half his thirty years in the con-
ference were spent a4 a supernunierary, his ministerial record and
all contemporary accounts witness to his labor and devotion even
during those years when he did not take full pastoral responsibility,

From the Cogymans Circuit in the north to the Franklin Cireuit in
the south is but a comparatively short distance. not nore than eighty

440

ahi miles. Within a rough eircle of this diameter, this l:sl_rl].' nm!lt
plaber, Trom 1606, when he became a local preacher, Hmll his dea rlh in
|MAY, spent approximately 42 years of an infensive amd ﬂ:ud!ul
piimistry. Small wonder that this man s.'l'h:ml‘-:l have won for himself
i sobrigquet: CApostle of the Mountains. _

leslim Ilingx'i miﬁ.flr_-.- stretched across the beginning and flowers
b of the eva of camp meetings. During this period, because of his
psevitable involvement in these front line activities -nd'_thr: church, he
miisl  have Kown 'I-'il'I'l.l.ﬂ]I_'f EYETy 'FH:!'HId't Il"l'l.ﬂE in the l.'\'EﬂlL'II'I
pmibraced by the ciccuits he setvedl. i

The subject of this paper was perhaps best known because of his
canip mecting activities, into which he entered with great gusto.

In 1508 the first camp meeting on the western side of the
Catskills was held in a valley then known st Methodist Hollow,
i mew called Betta's Brook, In the town of Kornright,
Ielaware County, N.Y.

The place of meeting was on land now owned by Avery
(:allup, a short distance north of his howse and by ithe side af
the road leading from Harpersfield Centre tn South Kortright.
The camp ground, which was rough and rocky, i still covered
with waads, and probahly presents much the snme appearance
ax when the memorzble meeting was held.

The Bangs family were especially active in preparing for the
event. Nathan, who had attended the great meeting on the Bay
of Quinte Clrewit, in Upper Canadn, was present as one of the
cireuit preachers. His brother John lived near by, and was just
commencing his remarkable career as a Methodist preacher.
Another brother, Heman, lived with John; and these three
hrothers were themselves a host. Nathan and Heman afterward
became distinguished in the history of our church, ... For
many years he John| was the most famous preacher in ithis e
gion, and it will be long ere his name shall be forgotten.
Nothan, John and Heman Bangs all labored wilh":::;’m
hands o wre the ground for the camp meeting, re-
ceived :lll:ﬁhrlp 1!:3.:&&11 from the members of the Metha-
dist class and their neighbors. . . . 1i was & rainy week and the
weaiher was cold, but the people came from all directions, and
the roads leading to the place were crowded with vehicles of all

descriptions (4
It was af this camp mesting that Heman was cofverted.

11 was rumored that “*Heman wis among the moumers.” My
hrather MNathan came and prayed for me, and brother John
saon leamed, to the joy of his heart, that Heman had come to
pray, and nol to irifle. {3}

There were other camp meetings, many of them, in which John
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Nl[ﬁ!lpﬂl?‘j. ThE v, Eﬂ'ﬂrglf' Cole, an F'-.I'Ig|'i5|'|r1l:||!| 10wl ilils
means of evangelism was strange and new and wonderdul, has kefi us
a vivid and detailed description of a camp mecting which began on
Muriday afternoon, September 28, 18X, in which John Bangs and

his brother Joseph played prominent parts. Coles savs of Jobn
Bangs: .

iDscior Parker), .. made some v rillia

nildressed chlefly 1o believers--which we"rz l'rllu-wndht; ::::;:E
exhartation from brother John Bangs. The good man was then
in his element, as he had been all through the meeting, and in-
deed before the mecting began, Sometimes, he was (o be seen
swinging ihe ax, culling down a sapling, helping to ralse & teni
fixing the benches, giving directions to the hewers af wood and
trawers of water; then after the meeting began he might be
heard warning the unraly, comforting the fechle-minded, and
wiih g voice like a lion exharting sinners to repent, or praying
for mouwmers, with a fervar bardering on enthusiasm. (&)

On August 17, 1821, a camp meeting was begun in Conesville. on
the Jelferson Circuit. with Heman and John Bangs in charge.

Some ungodly men endeavored 1o disturh the meeting, and
one evening when a prayer meeting was held in front of the
stand, a stone thrown af John Bangs and missing him, struck a
lndy near by and she Fell (o the pround seriously injured. (7)

O June 27, 1822, between West Jefferson and Stamford, on the
Jeflerson Circuit, a camp mecting was begun at which Henry Eames
John Bangs. Roswell Kelly, Jesse Pomeroy, Quartus Stewart .Fh-cnl
Smith, and others. preached with great success, In 1823, in Ih.;_ s-anig
place, another such meeting was held. memorable enowgh that John
B-'!quu has left us his own description of the event. Again in 1824 in
this same place, the Humphrey Treadwell farm. a meeting was held

:allu::-.-.f“lm Bangs nearly lost his life, He describes the incident as

Al this mecting there was a lurge Four-ho
carme Trom ihe town of Windham, -:lilh [ mmﬁu:mp;:i:';
men, who were more like savages nnd heaibens than human
heings. As it el to my bot to take the principal charge of the
order of the meeting, | wos frequently called in places of
danger. (e evening, knowing that there was much improper
conduct going on, [ ook a (rend's horse, and rode oot to
examine this rude company. . .. | rode from the camp ground
dawn the road to a certain bam, where there was a huckster's
shop, af which | made an observation, and turned about with a
view o go back, This was the last thai | can rememiber, antil |
was near the edge of the camp ground, with my arm through
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ils bihdle, leading my horse, with my hat-band woaidiedl poumnd
iy Mngers. Some af he brethren met me, and ingquired what
i the matiers but 1 was in such a condition as not to be able
yin (el (hem. My overcoal was torn (o the extent of the size of a
van’s hand, just above the blade of the arm, as though some
wive Il violently grasped me there, The joint of one of my
ilwiinlis wis badly Injared. On one of my temples there was o
comsideralile sureness, My ears, mouth, fuce, and clothes, were
lspwmenred with dirt ond moed. ...

| wins conducted to a tent where 1 spent the night. There were
wvisch solicitude and atiention manifested and bestowed upan
sae, as | alterward learned, and the prayers of the charch were
camstanily offered in my behalf through the night, especially by
iy warthy presiding elder, The firsi ihing thai | notleed, alter
\his catasirophe, was the language of my daughter, whi had sat
Toy e through the whole night; and this language she hod con-
fhnued 1o repeat all night. Aboul sunrise I heard her
exclaiming, *Father! father!™ From this time I began gradually
fo come to my senses, (B

The sequel to this episode was a sobering one. Bangs states:

In comsequence of the injury | received from the ahave mal-
irentment, my head was for a long time seriously aflfected, so
much so, that, ai times, my mind has been entirely absent. |
know of once riding in my wagon, a distance of two miles,
without ohserving things around, and without any knowledpe
whatever. 1 have frequently had my text and arrangements
made for public worship, and when arriving there, have not
Isecn able (o recall either; sa that 1 could not collect my ideas,
nor offer a subject that woald be satisfactory elither to mysell or
ihe congregation. It was on this account that | applied for und
oltained a supermumerary relation ta the conference. (9)

He held this relationship for two years, when he was restored to the
active ranks. His injury was more severe than he at first renlized and
its cffects necessitated his becoming once again a supernumerary.,
which standing in the conference he occupied until his death.

The next camp meeting on the Jefferson Circuit began the 10th of
September, 1829, and was held on the Starr farm In West Jefferson.
John Bangs was in charge. in the absence of the presiding elder. A
company of light infantry (militia) came from  Middbetown
{Margaretville)l. One of their number who [ater became & minister in
the conference, Russel §, Scott, was converted there.

To John Bangs goes the credit for the conversion of Harvey
Brown, who, after entering the New York Conference as an
iierant, made a noteworthy record,

A camp meeting was held In the town of Sharon, under the
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direction of Ehen Smith, P.E., and John Bangs preacher fn
charge. A company of rude peaple from Summit had erecied o
tent and Intended to stay over the Sabbath, Their conduci madle
iheir removal necessary, and Bangs with oibers took down (heir
ient and removed them lrom the encompment. Some damage
was done, and one of the party took out a warcant for Bangs,
und a consiable served it al one of his appolntments, three mikes
rom Summit. Afier preaching three times and meeting three
classes, he wenl (o the place appoinied for irinl, which was a
har-room, and found a crowd of persons wailing (o see the
Meihodist preacher tried. Harvey Brown was the justice, and he
was send for. In the meantime, many hard speeches and curses
were heaped upon the calm and undisturbed preacher. When
the justice arrived, court was opened, and the plaintiff offered
o seiile for 75 cenis. Bangs thought It would be hetter to sailer
wrong than to put the community Lo the cost of an expensive
trial, s he paid the costs. The squire, In accordance with the
castom af the times, called for ram to treat the crowd. It at once
npeurred to Bangs that he should pray, and he asked the justice
il he would wait 8 moment before he brought the rum, and the
Justice sald, “Mo objection.” Then Bangs sald to the landlord,
“May | pray in your howse™ Again the answer was, “Na ob-
feetion,™ 5o the hats of the company were taken off, Bangs and
i lTew of his breithren kneli down, and he prayed, while
widemnity rested on ihe aodience. Alter the praver, the justice
seemed o Hitle disturbed. He said that before then he had
thaught his moeral excellence as gond as Bangs® pharisaical
prayers, bul when the preacher had been praving, he felt mam
would mal faste good, and when the prayer was ended, he
realiced that one of the props of his infidelity had fallen out. e
hecimg midnkght, Bangs called for his horse (the Bndbord woubd
iake no payl, and he bade the justice good-hye, and rode four
milbes in ihe house of a fhend. There scems to have been no
preachicg al Summit Four Cormers, previous to this time, for
Hangs says, In his autobiography, “When | came around near
the place where the constable arrested me an warrant, | beft an
sppainiment with the people that | would preach at Summit
Four Corners, and lefi appolntment for four weeks after.” After
presching, he invited all who wanted refigion 1o come forward,
il the first (o come was the justice, Harvey Brown. When he
eome round do that appointment again, many were seeking
religion, and the justice among the resi. He took Bangs home
with him and said be thoughi be should dic. Bui he soon foand
peace and became an active member of the chorch, then a class
leader and local preacher, and afterward a shining light in the
minisiry in the New York Conference. Bangs iestifies that all
ihe persans whe were removed from the camp ground at Sharon
were alterward converied excepl one. (10
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[l tecord lefi us by Bangs himself of societics or churches
sgnitend is inadequate; but from other sources we can consruct a
witlal list, He does state that while he was a local preacher he
paishlished three churches, two of which survived: the ome al
I yenport Center and the one at Harpersfield. In 1820, while he wis
ot the Sharon Circuit, he fouided the chureh at Richmondsille In
IR b is said to have established the church at Franklin: and in
{hiober of that same year, the one ot Croton. now knewn as
1 readwell

ol Bangs did not establish the Brimstone church on Blenbhein
L the church made famous during the Anti-Rent war of the
PH0, Bt the record shows that he was imtrumental in complening
ihe Isiilding which for some vears had remained in a half finished
ponwbhikm. The story is told thus by John Batgs:

The house had become so out of arder and deranged, that
It & very small congregation could be seated. | requested the
lwethren tn prepare seats with boards, so that when | came
agiln the congregation could be accommadated. They went at
ii like “*mmen of Fanction,” and It was done. We occupled it until
eolil weather came on. After preaching one day, with my
handkerchiel over my head, and cloak on, the congregation
pemained. | detained them with a view of taking a survey of the
hisuse, after which 1 said, *You have a very substantinl frame
hiere, nnd this house might with ease be made comfortaldle; b,
a5 il 1%, 0t will be necessary for us to abandon It And it is
certainly a disgrace to community and the town in which you
live. If you do not do something sbout it 1 shouldn't wonder if
ihe Almighty should send thunder and lightning, and bum i

Some short time after, | was requesied io appoint Lrusiecs, as
their charter had run out. After they were appolnted, and a
secreiary, | said, “Now draw up a subseription to pay off the old
delst, and Mnish the house.” The principal man of the church
put his name down with fifty dollars. There were thirleen men
presents they all pul their names down, ranging from fifty
dallars o fve each. There was one man present who had nat
subscribed anything, whose name was Sheldon Peasley. He,
upon the suggestion of the subject, frankly took up the pen and
signed fifiy dollars. Thought [, that man will yet make some-
thing In the service of the Lord; he & now a local preacher. In
consequensce of these and other efforts, the church was soon
fully repaired, and put In complete order for comfortable
warhip. 1111

In West Conewville, or Steykersville os it was known then, the
Methodists had no place of worship and were refused the use of the
Dutch Reformed property. This refusal seems to have fostered a de-
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sire pmong the Methodists o build their cwn place of worship. This
was while John Bangs was on the Jefferson Circuit. He tefls of an
invitation from the Methodists to explain to them the proceclings
for acguiring a church.

I imgulred wheiber it was necesenry? They gave me a
unanimaous vote in favor, | then inguired il they were able, and
how many would give us their aid and infloence? Here, too, |
had general approbation. | appointed a committee to fix on the
site, and cstimate the value. When 1 come to that place again |
appointed trustees; they each one took a sabscription paper,
and shortly had the amount of nine hundred dollars signed. |
ihen told the trustees il they would allow me | would ged the
timber, and have it hewn and drawn lo the ground. A gentle-
iman in the neighborhood, by ihe name of Siriker, gave s the
privilege of getting what timber we needed. | accordingly gave
nalice publicly in the different appoinimenis around, thai on
such o day, at nine o clock in the morning, we would wish all
ihe people, sainis and sinners, io meet us with their axes and
dinner, on this plece of ground, for the purpose of alding In
geiting oul timber do build the temple of God, Al the time
appointed ihe people came logether prepared, like unio a Mock
ool ees; and alier prayers they went to work s though every one
wits interestee, and by night the timber wis nearly oll ready for
drawing, They worked very prompily, aml ene day more
broupght the work 1o & comummalion. Previows fo this the
Freshyterian minister had said, sneeringly: “The Methodisis
going  bulld a church! They no more wani a charch than we
wanl a gate to keep the Schohariekll river from running ander
ilee Bhow brkdpe.' Sald 1, “Credii him iy dollars; that’s worth
sap miech 1o us.™ He larther said: “They have got the tdmber on
ther: prownd, Bt B will mever go up.” Whereal | exclaimed: “Pui
him down another ifty dollors, for he has helped us o the ex-
fenil ol ome hundred dollars ai leasi.”™ Perhaps this gentleman
nas il Lhe same ospinion with same others, whom {slc), Forty
sears agi, | had heard say: “Lel the Methodists work, lor in
faur years more there will be none of them In the conniry,” The
hisuse wend up, and Is now finbshed and stands on ||;I ground
gliei by the late John Siriker, Esq., who also subscribed ihir
chivl s, gl printed il s owin expenise. (12

Wherever John Bangs went, be was generally respected. The Rev.
AT, Morchouse confessed something of his debt to John Bangs by
ceecting a stained plass window to his memory in the North
Blenhenm church. Morehouse deseribes the circumstance thus:

And the encouragement given by Rev. John Bangs, & local
preacher, was so helplul that when in alter years ihe old church
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wlsere he lei me go into the love feast was reconsiructed, | put a
memorlal window in to perpetuate his memary. (13)

Wit misk every one revered John Bangs. The Autoblography relates an
e wlent vceurring while Bangs was living at home with his family in
Rewiright. He awoke one night to discover the barn on fire.

| wish here to relate a circumstance, to show the depravity of
haman nniure, from the effecis of ram. In the commencemienl
al the confagration there were two stage-drivers in sight, who
wnw the Nghtning when it struck the bam, | heard them pass my
Iwnise, and they did not apprise me of the fire. They stated,
when they got to the head of the Delaware [present day Stam-
ford village), their reasons; which were, that they supposed |
wits In bedd, and, with an oath, they averred thai they wouald nod
have made i known if it had bumt me up and all that | had.

(1E1]

&b wive of the Jefferson camp meetings, whene some twenty coniveris
were made.

{ne of them was a man who had said that his horse-shed,
which stood near the church, was free for the horse of any
minister excepl one,--that was John Bangs; but so changed did
his feclings become, that he cheerfully welcomed that am-

bassador of Jesus 1o his hospitality. (15)

John Bangs had two sons who entered the itinerancy: Jahn D,
Bangs., who was admitted to the New York Conference in 1836 and
whio served until his death two years later, from scarlet fever, and a
weeond son, whom he does not name in his autobiography.

I have a son, living, who Is an itinerant minister of the

Methodist Eplscopal Church. He is my youngest child, being
mivw In his (weniy-Tourth year (160

Thai son was Mathan H. Bangs, a member of the New York Cone
{erence.

Financially John Bangs could not year after year have rendered
the quantity and gquality of service to the Church which he diud
render had he not continued his work as blacksmith. He gives us this
I1..".I:':m1|-dl_l.':

I was never allowed anything for house renl, except during
two vears, in all my ltinerancy. No committes ever allowed me

aver seventy dollars for table expenses. Never did | receive the
disciplinary allowance for any one year. {17}

A large family of bovs and an invalid wife required heavy ex-
47



pemditures.

From the small amount of property, which was estimated ai
aleout sixteen hundred dollars when [ began to travel, In the
course of some six years | was obliged to abstract from this sum
ahout two hundred dollars a year to make my family
comloriable. (18]

The Stewards” book for the Coeymans Circuit bears out Bamgs’
statement, For the vear 1827, first quarter: 5.00; second quarter,
$9.65: third guarter, $.00; fourth guarter, .67, The tofal amouni
John Bangs received that year for expenses was thas $10.32.

Atfter the death of his ficst wife, John Bangs underiood a now
enterprise. His friends furnished him with a team and carriage and
in June of 1845 he commenced traveling in this new venture: fo
miake & special effort to reach children in the interest of religion and
temperance.

From that thme to this | have iraveled, incessantly, in the twa
conferences of New York and Onelda, nearly two thousand
miles, passed through aboul forly lowns, presched nnd held
aboul seventy religions meetings: ihe frult of which has been,
probably, the conversion of more than fifty souls. My attention
has been more particularly divected to the children. (19)

Bangs goes on o say:

(Friends in Mew York] ... furnlshed me with a large supply
of second-hand books, and funds to purchase new ones--the
amoamni and value of which were probably Gfty dollars. The
twek mgemts alsa furnlshed me with some litthe assisiance, and
ferwarded the whole to Catskill for me, They came salely 1o
hand. | awalted their arrival, and loaded them on my carriage,
and started on my way to my feld of labor, with umpeakable
delight nnd pratitude both o God and man. (200

In one instance. four mectings were held in sparsely settled neigh-
borhoods and a tetal of 325 children were meached: of dhese, 251
signed the pledge.

John Bangs was not a noted preacher. He shone. rather, in the
camp mectings and revivals, especially in the prayer periods,
Virtually all the schooling e had was what he was able through his
own initiative as an adull to attain. Although the preface to his
Autohingraphy s signed with his name, the style of those few pages
s nedicenbly superior to that of the book kself, suggesting that it is
the work of another hand. He was a blacksmith turned preacher inoa
day when scholnstic attainments were pol expected in an ilinerant.
Bait he knew how to work and to prav; whatever fears be had he con-
guered or suppressed. The cenference would have heard much more

4

Wb had his health permitted him to be longer than e was in the
e ministry. He was far from idle during his superimmerary
. lmit e was mited I;l:r health and 'h:.' the distance he could
o lrom hils own home in Kortright and by his necessity to carn a
it by his irade.

The Koy, Joseph Hartwell, who knew John Bangs well, speaks
bwinigly of him:

i seems but as yesterday thai ihe broad shoulders of John
Wangs, under his broad brimmed hat, were moving among us,
i ihat be, in bis corriage, drawn by “00d Pomp™, might have
bowni seen hurrying to his “nest appoiniment™, In o school
Isiise, in & barn, or in & grove, where his deep voice was heard,
pivaching from the texi—"“*Repent ye thercfore and he
wonverted, that your sins may be blotted cut.” And now, per-
laps, alter the sermon, a praver meeting k& held for woeping
peenitents, in which souls were indeed converted. And if this be
il Lhe last meeting for the day, be and “0ld Pomp"™ must start
for “the next appointment.™ (21}

In Methodism lohn was overshadowed by his brother Nathan; m the
Mew York Conference he was by no means as well known as his bro-
iher Heman; but in the region of the Catskills where he labored
ihros gheout his minisiry, Methodisis who have never heard of cither
Mathan or Heman know of John, and revere his memary,
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HEMAN BANGS

Rest known among the four Bangs brothers, three of whom be-

game itinerants and one who was a local preacher, was Nathan

Hangs, Of the three others--Heman, John, and Joseph--Heman

atiakned the largest fame. although today his name i familiar only

{0 those wha study American Methodist history with some degree of

seriousness. Joseph, the oldest of the brothers, was the local
r.

Heman Bangs was born 15 April 1790, in Fairfield, Connecticut,
the son of Lemuel and Rebecca (Keeler) Bangs. He tells us
comparatively little of his early years, giving only now and then a
glimpse of what transpired.

When in my Ofteenth year, my father bound me as an
apprentice until the nge of twenty-one, to my brother John, who
had just completed his apprenticeship, and commenced

His conversion took place at a camp meeting conducted in July of
180K, in his neighborhood. Some two years later he was licensed as
an exhorter, (23

Heman Bangs goes on o tell his own stocy:

On the 20th of August, 1811, | married Sally Burritt, with
whom | had been sequainted from childhood. | bought a litle
house, and In November following we commenced house-
keeping. After a time, my employer offered to sell me the shop,
toaks and stock, and allow me to work on my own responsibility.
1 bought him out, and God gave me good health, plenty of
work, and pood cusiomers. In one year, by the blessing of
Providence, and by diligent attention to business, | was able o
purchase o house, and ten acres of improved land. Here | built
mee a shop and bam, and added elghteen scres of wood-land. (3]

For all his prosperity, he was not content. He experienced an inner
arge to etiter the ministry, but hesitated to respond favorably to that

arge.

In the summer of 1814 1 made & tent, and inviied all 1 could,
ia go with me to 8 Camp-meeting: there my soul was wonder-
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fully blest by the Lord Jesus Christ. (4)

It was ai this mecting that his decision was foally and firmily male
b enfer the Hinerancy.

In order to cmbark upon this new way of Hfe, i was needfui thai
he discharge his apprentice, sell his business, and setile his
accopunts, He poes on with his cecitation:

Al our last Quarterdy Meeting before the Conflerence of 1815,
I received a regoler license ss & local-preacher, and a
recommendation (o the Mew York Annual Conference, which
wias held that year in the clty of Albany, N.Y. I attended it with
my iwo obder brothers, Joseph and Iohn, who were bath
nrdained Deacons by the venerable Bishop Ashary. This was
ihe last iime the good old Bishop attended the MNew York
Conference. (5]

Heman was admitted on trial and assigned 1o the Delaware Clreudr,
with Stephen Jacobs as his colleague.

Heman Bangs” 1816 assignment was to the Sharon Circuit, with
John Gisdsell as his partner, Speaking of this Circuit, he commenis:

It embraced a part of my old ground, and was about one
hundred and Afty miles around, which we traveled onee in four
weeks, | went quite around before 1 could find o howse for my
family, and fnally was compelied to take a log hut with but one
e, 11 had long been abandoned s n dwelling, and been used
as o sheep-coi, and then as & cooper's shop. | took muad lrom
the road and Miled the eracks, nnd whilewnshed ihe Inside,
Here | put my young wife and ome child, frequently leaving
il e For two weekis at a time: bat there was no complaining; we
had given all for Chrisi, and were content. (6]

In 1817, at the anmual session of the Conference, held in Middle-
bury, Yerment. he was ordained deacon by Bishop George. (7) His
assignment was 1o the Mewburgh Crrouid,

Heman Hangs' autobiography ends at this point and is followed
b bits and pieces of a journal which may well represent a selection
of Henis fromt a soomewhat Wrger account. perhaps a personal diary.
The journal ends with an entry for the 4th of August, 1869, The
autobiography gives little more than a sketch of the boyhood and
carly itinerant days of the Hev. Heman Bangs. The great bulk of his
work was done after he completed that 1817 assignment o the MNew.
burgh Circuit.

Some iden of the extend of his labors may be gained from a
Christban Advocate editerial appearing after his death, which
peeurred in 1BS9,

He remained In the actlve work of the minktry Ofoy-foar
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piecutive years, retiring only lnst sprimg. OF these years
ihiriy-ibhree were devoled (o the regular pastoral work; during
elghteen years he filled the office of Presiding Elder, and for
thiee venrs he served as Financial Ageat of the Wesleyan

University. (8]

b of his colleagues has gald of him,

Hemon Bangs, the brother of Nathan, was a conspleaous
figure, six fect high, with bony frame, nervous and active, a
prodigious worker. He was the very soul of honar. (9}

Asiche from the scraps of information which are to be found in the
fmal section of Heman Bangs' awiobiography, we have but a few
anecdoles From his many years as an ilih:rn!'l.rlg amd stationed
preacher. He was too busy doing to drouble Kimsclf with reconding
what he was doing. Even his journal suggests “emotion recollected
i trandguillity"” rather than o record of immediate experience.

A beal account preserved by the Ashokan church vividly portrays
ihe difficulties of travel through o wilderness only partially tamed,

The Circult Riders, Elijsh Woolsey and Heman Bangs
preached in this area tn 181718, i was Heman Bangs wheo,
having preached to the people of Yankee Town (Wittenherg)
tramiped over the mountain in bitter cold and deep snow (o the
home of Andrew Hill in Shokan. He nrvived there badly frost
hiften but reguestesd Mre, Hill o take him by sleigh to Tongore,
the nexi place of preaching. Neither heat nar cold nor storm
could keep these brave men from their work for Ged. (100

To the itincrants of that day, this was jusi an episode in another
round of service in their chesen Christian calling.

Hiw many chueches Heman Bamgs ofganized we do nod know.
Mot all the information which may still be in existence has been
ferreted out. He did establish a church in Milfosd. Conmvecticut, aof
which there is report,

The Church in ihis benutiful Mew England town wes
arganized by Rev. Heman Bangs when be was in the glowing
maoming of his ministerial life. . . . The tasteful church in which
they still worship was completed and dedicated in 1843, a
wonder in is doy of the persistent, determined purpose of
young Methodism o live and grow. {11]

This itern appeared in 1871,

When Heman Bangs in 1852 was leaving the Mew Haven Distric
where he had served as Presidling Ekler for a term of four years,
resolutions of respect were drawn up amd read at the Preachers'
Association meeting. He, in replying, stated that during his term of
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service he had traveled 10,741 miles, attended 452 quanierly
meetings, and preached B72 sermons. {12)

The Rev. Heman Bangs made a considerable impact ugpsn
Methodism in the city of New Haven, both as a pastor and as a pre
siding elder, He was assigned there in 1825, and again in 1835, The
Rev, George W. Woodruff, in an address which he prepared and e
Iivered concerning New Haven Methadism, in 1859, had this to say,
and it noeds to be remembered that Mr. Bangs was still living at thai
fimie and was to refuch later on to serve further in that tl!.],'.'

The Rev. Heman Bangs has served seven years in the pastor's
offkce In this city,--a longer period than any one person in the
hisgtory of the Soclety; and, in addition (o this, has been for six
years the Presiding Elder of the New Haven District: thus ss-
taining, o the breihren in this place, an official relation of
thirtcen years, More than one quarter of all his long ministry of
Forty-four yvears, has been spenl with you,

To Mr. Bangs belongs the credif and responsibility of
Methodistbe extenston In this city, be having originated both the
50. John street and the George street Methodist Churches,-<the
former while he was pastor of the old charch, and the latter
while he was Presiding Elder of the Districi.

Im 1836, Brother Bangs secured a subscription of 514,000,
and ithe lois apon which to buoild & second churchy but the
commercial disasters of that pedod delayed the project for
three or four years. In 1844 he wos appointed the pastor of the
second Society; and during the three yvears he remained with
them, the pleasant chorch and comfortable parsonage that they
v have were bullt, {13

People mever seemied to tire of paying tribute to the virues and
fabors of Heman Bangs. What transpired when he was about to
keave the Allen Strect Methodist Episcopal Church, in New Yark, for
his mew pastoral charge is typical. A set of resolutions composed for
ihe occasion praise him espacially for

his efficient pulplt ministrations.-his [aithfulness in attend.
ing the prayer and class-meetings--his unremitting sttention to
ihe slick snd bereaved--his heardy co-operation to advance the
interesis of the Bible, mislonary, Traci, and Sunday-school
cause, and his indefntigable efforls (o promote the interesis of
the Church generally, he has secured to us, as a Chorch and
congregation, not only a high position ameng our skier
Churches, but also of peace and prosperity In our awn
borders. ... (14]

A purse -I.'i.'ll1ll.ll1lll1E S 1n gl.'lh.l Wil pt'ﬁdhll':d b him on this
cecasion and a gift of $50 in gold was given by the women to Mrs,
Hanys.
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§ioblsery figured in one of Heman Bangs' experiences. This was in

L

(m Sunday, Sept. 8, Rev. Heman Bangs, %
years of age, and filling his fifty-third anooal ]
i bishop, mhmmm.r preached three
sermans, administered the sacrament of the Lord's Supper to a
lurge congregation, conducted one love-feast, presided at one
yuarterly conference, and rode nine miles between services, and
on Monday moming was early ot the Preachen® Meeting,
lecling, as he pleasantly assured us at the close, as vigorous in
Isoely and as happy In spirit as any of the younger preschers
preseni. While on this way, on Saturday morning, from New
Ilaven to his appolniment on his district he was robbed of his
watch and purse while sleeping in his berth in the steamer. . ..

(15

Portunately, there was a happy sequel to this episode.

Rev, Heman Bangs, who was robbed a few days ago of his
silver watch and purse, has been made the recipient of a

waich nnd a wrse, the grateful gifts of & few ex
Mﬂmm%h

Some four pears after his death, Heman Bangs had the distinction
of having a church named for him. The Heman Bangs Memorial
Church at Branford, Connecticut, was dedicated the 18th of
December, 1873, (17) How long this church survived is not presently
known: its fate appears to constitute a lost chapter in the Methodist
history of that vicinity,

The retirement of Heman Bangs after a term of service running
far beyond that of most men who enter the itincrancy was a
momentous and moving occasion, taking place at the 1869 session of
ihe Mew York East Conference, held that vear st Middietown,
Connecticut. OF his seventy-six years, he had spent fifty-four of them
in the Methodist ministry. The Christian Advocate reported:

Among the incidents (of the retirement proceedings) was the
presentation to Mr. Bangs of a purse of three thousand HE
one thowmsand of which was the gift of his minks y
amd the remaining two thowsand the gilt of a few generous

Methodist Inymen of New York, Brooklyn, and other places.
L]

The Advocate commented editorially:

As he there stond among his younger brethren, he appeared
ta our fancy like some old, worn, and battle-scarred warrior,
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laying down his arms, and undergirding his armor for the las?
time, after a thousand conflicts and victorbes. (1)

Heman Bangs was within but a few months of the final end of his
itinerancy, for death came to him in the evening of the 2md of
Movember of that same year.

The funeral service of the Rev. Heman Bangs was conducted in
Friday, the 5th of Movember, 1869, i the First Methodist Episcopal
Church of Mew Haven. Connecticut. The autebiography, published
after the decease of Heman Bangs, quotes a press report which
appeared at the time,

He retained to the last the old-time costume of the Methodist
preacher; yei his mind was not antiguated. He was [resh,
progressive, and forward-looking to the end. A champion of
education, though net cultured himsell; an earnest, self-
sacrificing, herofc man-strong in simplicity and truth, he has
won a ¢rown of immaortality. (200

5o ended the earthly career of country blacksmith, nurtured in the

Catskills. who lived o preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ for more
than a half cemtury.
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APPENDIX

List of Pastors

Stamford Township and Hobart have always been linked together
aii the same circuit or pastoral charge. Although the name of the
ehreuit varied from time to time, and in the early days many more
than two preaching places were Included, there has been an un-
beoken relationship between these two socketies, even extending
back before the formal organization of the Hobart society in 1834,
Im the early days, the names of the circuit changed from Delaware to
Jefferson to Kortright.

1794 Robert Dillon, David Buck

1795 David Bartine, Jeremiah Ballard

| 794 Zenas Conger. Daniel Crouch

1797 Anthony Turk, John Robinson

1798 John Robinson, William Vredenburgh

17593 Daniel Higby, Mathan Smith

1500 Thomas Dodson, Jonathan Newman

1801 Iohn Leach, Benjamin Bidlack, William Williams
1802 Matthias Swaim, Stephen G. Whitehead

1803 Fenas Covel

|80 Henry Stesle, Andrew McKean

1805 John Crawford. Jesse Davis

I B Alex. Martin, Nehemiah U. Tompkins
1807 Joseph Willis, William Snow

1808 Mathan Bangs, Robert Dillon

1809 Hugh Armstrong. Cyprian H. Gridley
1610 John Kline, Abner Chase

1811 famuel Fowler, Elijah Hibbard
1512 Bela Smith. Alex. Dunbar, Hawley Sanford
1813 John Finnegan. Elisha P. Jacobs, Henry Hobby

1814 Stephen Jacob, Beardsley Northrup
1815 Stephen Jacob, Heman Bangs

1816 Bela Smith, Horace Weston

1817 W.M. Stillwell, Isaac Lent

1818 Amnold Scholefield, James Young _
1819 Arnold Scholefield, Henry Hadfield, Nathan Rice

1820 John Finnegan, James Cuinlan
7



821
1522
1821
184
1825
1826
1827
1628
1829
1830
1831
1832
1534
1835
1837
1839
1840
1842
1844
1645
1847
1849
1851
1853
1855

[862

John Bangs, Henry Eames

lohn Bangs, Roswell Kelly

J'tm:_ Pomeroy, Quartus Stewart, C. Pomeroy
Daniel 1. Wright, Quartus Stewart
Daniel 1. Wright, John Wait
Friecnd W. Smith, D. Poor, John Finnegan, Sup.
Cyrus Silliman. Alex. Calder, John Finnegan, Sup.
Alex. Calder, Philo Ferrs, John Finnegan, Sup.
Philo Ferris, John Bangs

Eli Denntston, Paal RB. Brown

Eli Denniston, Paul B, Brown
Harvey Brown

Bezaleel Howe

Desivignia Starks

Reuben H. Bloomer

James Floy

Willtam Lull

David Turner

Auddi Lee

Russzll 5. Scont

Hiram Lamoni

Jason Wells

Willinm Smith

William Mitchell

Ira Ferrs

Aaron Rodgers

William Goe

Robert Kerr

Sanford 1. Ferguson

W.F. Harris

A, Gale

Williarm 3, Fero

Exra Tucker

LE. VYanDewater

Charles B, Landon

Charles C. Miller

Lyman W. Wadswarth

Orrin P. Dales

Sheldon Merchani

A.M. Gay

AE. Lord

John W, Bohlman

Augustine A. Walker

William C. Oliver

George O, Wikey

Frank [n. Abrams

Alpheus M. Morgan

P. 5t John Colman

]

1812

Alfred M. Wilkins
Robert 1. Harrison
Luther K. Hannam

James V. Taylor
Samuel Art MacCormac

Herbert Killinder

W.H, Quinn
Kenneth E. Hoover

Kenneth B. Truran
J. Phillp Gehres

Pastoral Record of the Rev, Nathan Bangs

Miagara Circuit. Canada, Supply with Joseph Sawyer and

Seth Crowell.
Bay of Quinte and Home Dhstrict, Canada, with Joseph

Sawyer and Peter Vannest.

Bay ﬂ‘guim and Home District, with Joseph Sawyer and
Thomas Madden.

River Le Trench, Canada.

Oswegatchie Circuit, Canada, with Sylvanus Kesler.

webes, Cannda.
?iingm Circuit, Canada, with T. Whitehead and N.

Holmes.
Dielaware Circuit, with Robert Dillon,

Albany Circuit, with 1. B. Smith.
Mew Y ork, with Eben Smith, J. Robertson, James M. Smith,

and Peter P. Sandford. ssbus. Laban Clark, Willism
MNew York, with William Ph ; n 2
Hllhgla-nmu. James M. Smith, and Peter P. Sandford.
Maontreal, Canada. (Could not go because of the war.)
1813-16 Presiding Elder. Rhinebeck District.
1817 Mew Tl:fh:. with Daniel Ostrander. Seth Crowell, and 5.

Howe.
1818 New York, with Laban Clark, Seth Crowell 5. Howe, and T.
Thorp

1§19 Presiding Elder, New York District,
1820.23 Senior Book Agent, with Thomas Mason.
1824-17 Senior Book Agent:ﬁ:ith John Emory.
.31 Editor, “Christian Advocate™,
13.!13;5 Ed:ﬁ."uﬂhndhtﬂmmﬂ: Review" and the books of the
General Catalogue,
1836-40 Corresponding Secretary, Missionary Society,
154142 President, Wesleyan Liniversity.
1843 New York, Second-strect.
1584445 New York, Greene-street.
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1846 Brooklyn, Sands-sireef, with J. C. Tackaberry, Siped
MiETETary,

1847 Brooklyn, Sands-street, with J. B, Merwin.

1848-51 Presiding Elder, Mew York Disirict (New York East Con
ference).

1852-62 Superannuated,

Rivssell 5 Seotl, Jobin Bengs. S
Adldi Lee, one b0 be sagapdiesd, Bl
Bangs, Sup.

T Charlotte Cirouit
Franklin Circuit

When a preacher was designated as a supermsmerary, o was sl
 jgiven o full time pastoral assignment by the conference. N was
attached toa circuit, however, and was expected b0 lend whateses
pasisiance be could to the preachers. John Bangs. for health reassi,

Pastoral Record of the Rev, John Bangs hail to be given o supernumerary relationship for several years.,

15819 Sharon Circuit
1830 Sharon Clrcuit
1821 Jefferson Circuit
1822 lefferson Circuik
1523 Delaware Circuit

fohn Finnegan, John Bangs
John Bangs, Horace Weston
John Bangs, Henry Eames
John Bangs, Roswell Kelley
John Bangs, Ira Ferris

Pasioral Record of the Hev. Heman Bangs

The appended list of appointments may not be completely
currect: but it is the best list available at the time of writing.

1824 Delaware Circuit  John Bangs, Bezaleel Howe
1825 Delaware Circuit  Cyrus Silliman, Bezaleel Howe, Mew York Conference.
John Bangs, Supernumerary
1826 Delaware Circuit  Cyrus Silliman, Phile Ferris, IEI5  Delaware Circuli.
John Bangs, Sup. 1816 Sharon Circuit,
1827 Cocymans Circuit Jesse Hunt, John Bangs 1617-18 Newburgh.
1828 Coeymans Circuit  John Bangs, Harvey Brown 1819-20 Mew Windsor.
1529 Befferson Circwit Phile Ferris, John Bangs 1821-:22 Mew York, John Sireet.
PR30 Durbam Circu Phineas Cook, H. Wing, John Bangs 1E33-24 Mew Rochelle.
1831 Durham Circuit  Phineas Cook, David Terry, John Bangs 1825-26 New Haven, Conn.
1832 Delaware Circuit  Noah Sullivan, John Bangs 1837-28 Middletown, Conn,
1833 Broome Circait  John Bangs, William HAl 1829-30 New York.
1834 Jefferson Circwit  Desivignin Starks, John Bangs 1831  Derby Circuit, Conn.
1835 Jefferson Circuit  Elbert Osborn, John Bangs, R, H. 1832-33 Presiding Ekder. Mew Haven District.
H er 1834 Agent, Wesleyan University.
1836 Bloomville Circuit  5.M. Knapp, John Bangs, Sup. 1835-36 Mew Haven. Conn.
1837 Charlotte Circuil  Maitthew Van Dusen, John Bangs, Sup. 1837.3% Hartford, Conn,
1838 Bloomville Circuit Joseph H. Frost, Arad . Lakin, John 183  Presiding Elder. New Haven District.
Bangs, Sup. 184041 New York, Greene-street.
1839 Franklin Circuit  R. H. Rloomer, John Bangs, Sup. 184243 New York, Forsyth-street.
16400 Kortright Circuit  J, D Bouton, W._ Lull, John Bangs, Sup. 184445 Mew Haven. Second Street
1841 Kortright Circuit  William Lull, John Davies, John Bangs, {846  Mew Haven, 5t John's Strect
Sup. 1847  Bridgeport, Conn.
1842 Koriright Circnit  David B. Turner, Chares T. Mallory,
John Bangs, Sup. New York East Conference.
1843 Kortright Circuit  David B. Turner, Benjamin M.
Genung, John Bangs, Sup. 1848-51 Presiding Eler, New Haven District.
1844 Kortright Cireuit  Charles T. Mallory, Addi Lee, John 1852-53 Presiding Elder, Mew York East Distnict.
Bangs, Sup. 1854  New York, Norfolk Street; Agent to Wesleyan Universitys
1845 Jefferson Circuit  Addi Lee. one to be supplied, John 1855.56 New York, Allen-street.
Bangs, Sup. 1857.58 Brooklyn, Centenary.
1846 Charlotte Circuit  Addi Lec, John Bangs, Sup. 1859-60 Presiding Eler. New York East District.

1861-64 Presiding Elder, New Haven District, :

&1



1865-66 Presiding Elder, New York District.
18467-68 Presiding EMer, North Long Island District.
[B6%  Superannuated,

* Evidently Heman Bangs was dissatisfied with his relationship with
the trustees of Wesleyan University, In a letter dated 22 July 1851
and addressed to the Rev. Laban Clark, he complaing becaise he
trustees appear to be endeavoring to eradicate clergy influence at (he
University, He writes in no uncertain terms: “If we cannot have a re
ligious education I desire no education at all. An infidel education |
consider as worse than no education.” (Methodist Histary, V. X1,
no. 1. Oct., 1972, p. 41.)

THE HEMAN BANGS FAMILY

Heman Bangs had two sons, the elder of whom, Aaron Coke
Bangs. was a school teacher. In the summer of 1837, he was at his
parental home: that October, when he was returning to the South to
jesume his teaching, he was drowned in the wreck of the steamer
“Hanve", off Cape Hatteras, North Carolina. (1) A second son, Ste-
phen Beekman Bangs, was born in New York, 15 March IB21. At
fourteen, he entered Wilbraham Academy. (2) In 1643 he was
pated from New York University, with honor. Licensed to

h in 1844 and admitted into the New York Conference, he died

March 1846, (3} —

A daughter of Heman Bangs, Rachel A.W. Bangs. was married in
Forsyth-Street Church, New York, on the 11th of June, 1834, 1o the
Rev. Benjamin Jones, of the Mississippi Annual Conference. (3) This

“doughter died in Wesson, Mississippi, 3 June 1868, (5) She had been
born in Warwick, New York. | November 1820, {&)

* ‘I'wo daughters managed the Elderage Seminary, in New Haven.

- Connecticut. (7) They were apparently unmarried. and continued in

their relation to this seminary for some years, (8) There were two
other daughters, one of whom married Professor W.H.N. Magruder.

of Centenary College, Brandon, Mississippi. It was while Rachel was

visiting this married sister that she met her husband to be, the Rev,
Benjamin Jones. (%

Something is known of Mrs, Heman Bangs, largely because a
memorial essay was prepared in which numerous details were
related, (10) Mrs, Sally Burritt Bangs was born in Danbury,
Connecticut, the daughter of Philip and Rachel Burritt, 3 August
1789, While she was very young the family moved to Delaware
County. New York. She died 19 August 1864, aged 75, Mrs. Bangs
was the mother of ten children, four of whom died in infancy. Four
daughters survived her. (11}
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Notes:

Motes: Township

| Prantsville District Register, periodical edited and published in
Jefferson, N.Y., V. 2, no. 2, Feb., 1885, pp. 17. 18.

? “Reminiscences of the Past”, Desivignia Starks, Pratts. Dist.
Reg. V. 2, no, 3, Mar., 1885, p. 37,

3 ‘This infarmation was drawn from a manuscript account of the
stamford Township church prepared by Mrs. Maude E. Sturgess in
Movember, 1948, John M. Olmsted was probably the most fin-
ancially able man of the scttlement. Joseph Bangs was a local

her. (See below.)
4 Information supplied by Mrs. Sturgess.
5 Murray, David, County, New York, History of the

Century, Delhi, N.Y., William Clark, 1898, p. 563.

& John Bangs and Roswell Kelly were preachers on the circuit in
1822 and the fore part of 1823, They may have had something to do
with laying the groundwork for the church. The Rev. John Bangs
had eadlier resided in the family home in the town of Stamford.
where he moved as a boy of eleven in 1792,

7 Mrs. Maude E. Sturgess. The high pulpit, which would be an
annoyance to present day worshipers, was desirable at a time when
large gatherings made necessary the use of the gallery, which
flanked both sides and the end opposite the pulpit: the preacher had
better command of the congregation from this vantage point than he
would have had from a location only slhightly elevated from the floor
of the church. :

& Pratts. Dist. Reg., V. 2. no. 8. Aug., 1885, p. 109. Mr. Everett
Post, presently a resident in Township. stated (Feb., 1971} that

nally the sheds, located back of the church, contained 14 or 16
stalls, built in the shape of the letter U. Because of their poor
condition, all save two double stalls were demolished in 1923, These
two were moved so as to face in a dircction epposite to their original
direction.

9 Mrz. Maude E. Sturgess.

10 Thid.

11 Stamford Mirror-Recorder, weekly newspaper published in
Stamford, N.Y., 17 Jan. 1968. When asked whence the bell came,
Mrs. Sturgess could not tell. Her husband, who often attended
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auctions and who knew his wife wanted the church to be equipped
will'il HI‘II’]:‘ obtained it at one of these auctions.

12 Jefferson Circuit Register, 1824, Manuscript in the possession
of Reginald Clay, Richmondville, N.Y. This Register contains the
record of additional Quarterly Meeting Conferences for the several
years in which Township was included in the Jefferson Circuit.

10 Dec, 1825 & June 1829
10 Sept. 1826 29 May 1830
24 Nov. 1827 24 Aug. 1831
2 Aug. 1828 7 Jul. 1832
1.3 Christlan Advocate and Journal, V. 5, no. 48, 29 Jul., 1831, p.

191,

14 Jefferson Circuit Register, 1824,

15 Stamford and Bloomyille Mirrar, week] newspaper published
in Stamford, N.Y.. 20 Feb, 1872, ' : e

16 Church Record. Hobart and Township, From 1879 to April |,
18497,

17 Ihid.

I8 Stamford Mirror, 5 June 1883

19 Stamford Recorder, weekly newspaper published in Stamford,
WY, IT July 1897,

20 Stamford Mirror-Recorder, 10 Oct. 19446,

Motes: Hohart

I Munsell, W.W._, History of Delaware Coonty, M.Y., New York.
1880, p. 242.

2 Dwed, Book C, p. 185, Delaware County Clerk”™s Office, Delhi,
MN.Y,

3 Murray, David, Delaware County, New York, History of the
Century, Delhi, N.Y., 1698, pp. 466, 467, gives the 1800 date.
Munsell, Op. Cit., gives the 1808 date, 1t was not uncommon for
-:h:rchm. at this time, to be built several years prior to the giving of
a dead.

4 Prattsville District Reglster, periodical edited and published at
Jefferson, N.Y., V. 2, no. 2, Feb,, 1885, p. 17,

SMunsell, Opt. Cit, p. 299, gives 1800 as the probable date of the
formation of a society in what was to be Stamiford village, but this i
probably foo early. It would be more realistic fo suggest a date
ncarer (o 1820,

v Munsell, Op. Cit., P 02,

7 Recorded the Liber B of Church Certificates. pp. 50, 31, & Apr.
1635, Detaware County Clerk's Office, Delhi, N.Y.

& Christian Advocate, V. 10, no. 1, 28 Aug. 1835, p. 2

9 Blocmville Mirror, weekly newspaper published in Bloomyille,
N.Y.. 16 May 1854,

[} Christlan Advocate, V. 29, no. 24, 15 June 1854, p, 95,

17

11 Bhsomville Mirror, 4 July 1854

12 Windham Journal, weekly newspaper gribilishied (o Wistham
M.Y.. 5 Feb. 1BBS.

13 Hobart-Township Church Recoad, PRI LRES

14 Stamford Mirer, weekly newspaper publishad B Stanibed
M.¥.. 24 Mar. 1885

I5 Ihid., 31 Mar, 1885

6 Information supplicd by the Rev, 1. Philip Coelires, P i
church records, and by Kehn's Bell Service, of Tog, W5
wiecessors 1o the Meneely company. A Meneely bell consisis ol M

ris r and 22 parts tin.
B Hulbart- Township Church Record, 1874-1897.

1% Windham Journal, 15 Oct. 1885

19 Stamford Mirror, 27 Oct. 1885

20 Ibid., 3 Scpt. 1889,

21 Thid., & Oct. 1889, ) o

22 Gilboa Monitor, weekly newspaper pablished in Gilboa, N.Y.,
30 Jul. 1903

23 Windham Journal, 19 Sept. 1913,

24 Mew York Conference Minwtes, 1914, p. 34,

2% Windham Jowrmal, 15 Oct. 1925

26 The donors were Mr. Lyon, his sons William, Frank. and
Donald, and Judge and Mrs, AL, O"Connor, Arthur Yan Buren,
Harold Barber, and Marshall Mayes.

27 Christinn Advocate, V. 34, no. 12, 24 Mar. 1859, p. 47.

28 Kortright Circuit Stewards” Book, in the possession of the
Hobart United Methodist Church, p. 27,

29 Hobart Trustees’ Record.

30 Thid

31 Fourth Quarterly Conference Report, 5 Feb. 1898,

32 Stamford Mirror, 18 Mar. 1884,

13 Second Quarterly Conference Report. 21 Sept. 1901

4 Fourth Quarterly Conference Report, 13 Feb. 1903,

15 Fourth Quarterly Conference Report, I8 Jan. 1904

36 See Mote no. 3, Ihid.

37 Stamford Mirror, 10 Mar. 1903,

38 Jefferson Courder, weekly newspaper published in Jefferzon,
N.Y., 10 Sept. 1903,

10 Hobart Trustees' Record, 27 Feb. 1908

40 Thid., 25 June 1909,

41 Ihid, 30 Aug. 1912

42 Thid., 25 Feb. 1919.

43 Hobart-Township Church Record, 18791897,

44 Bloomville Mirror, & July 1569

45 Ibid., 24 Aug. 1869,

46 Thid., 14 Sept. 1859,

47 Ihid., 21 Sept. 1869,

The Rev. Desivignin Starks, pastor on the Kortright Circuit in
&7



1833, the year the Hobart church was built, speaks of Dr. Howard, a
practicing physician in Hobart, s Baptisi, thus:

“He attended our church in Hobart, when his professional
duties wonld ndmit, and led the singing for us. . .. One season
while 1 was on that circuit, It was very sickly, Typhald fever
raged terribly through that region, and especlally In Hobart
village. There were many deaths. When my friend, the doctor,
had a patieni dangerous, be called upon me to visil them. |
remember visiting fourteen in one day, and some daily for some
time. In some instances, those who watched with the sick and
with corpses, after death, toak the fever and died with k... ."
“Reminiscences of the Past™, 1), Starks, Praits. Dist. Reg., V.
1, no. 3, Mar., 1885, p. 34,

Motes: Bangs Family

I Bangs, Heman, The Aotoblography and Journal of the Rev.
Heman Bangs, New-Yorck: N, Tibbals & Son, 1872, p- 2.

2 Carroll, John, Cose amd His Cotemporaries, Toronto:
Wesleyan Printing Establishment, 1867, V. 1, p. 224,

Notes: loseph Bangs

I Filcher, Elijah H., Protestantism in Michigan, Detrait, Mich.,
1878, p. 245 Joseph Bangs' obitwary is fo be found in the Christian
Advocate, V. 21, no. 12, 22 Mar, 1848, p. 48.

2 Don McPherson's Notes, in MS., ¥, 1, in Stamford (New York)
Village Library,

3 Ibid., quoting from the Silliman family records.

4 Christlan Advocate, Op. Cit,

5 Pikher, Op. Clt., p. 245.

i Stevens, Abel, Life and Times of Mathan Bangs, D.DD., N.Y.:
Carlton & Porter, 1863, p. 5.

T New York Conference Minotes, 1815, MS. on deposit in the New
York Public Library.

8 Christtan Advocate, ﬂp. Ch.

% Jefferson Circuit Record, MS, volume dated 1824, in the
pessession of Reginald Clay. Richmondville, N.Y.

10 Ibid. The camp groumd that year was situated on the
Humphrey Treadwell farm, located on the road leading from West
Jefferson to Stamiford. M.Y.

Il Vhid.

12 Ihid. The “*Presbyterian minister”™ referred to was in reality o
Dutch Reformed clergyman,

13 McPherson Notes, pp. 18 and 3. There is a distinet possibility
that he held this position at other times. perhaps continually during
his residence in Stamford.

1]

14 Christian Advacate, V. 3, no. 4%, 7 Aug. 1829, . 1%,

15 Sweet, Willam Warren. Religlon on the American Frontier,
1783-1840, V. 4, “The Methodists™, Chicago: Univ. of Chicagoe
Press, 1946, p, <00

6 Thid., p. 401.

I 7 Christinn Advocate, V. 12, no. 18, 22 Dee, 1837, p. 68,

18 Ibid., V_ 55, no. 45, 4 Nov. 1B80, p. 714

Motes: Mathan Bangs

I Stevens, Abel, Life and Times of Nathan Bangs, D.D., New
York: Carfton & Porter, 1863, pp. 13, 14. All the remainder of the
details of Nathan Bangs® life and experience have been drawn from
this biography.

2 Thid., p. 47.

3 Inid. pp. 125, 126,

4 Ibid, p. 165

Motes: John Bangs

| The Pratisville District Register, v. 2, no. 9, Sept.. 1885, p. 125,
Periodical edited and published by the Rev. Edward White, first in
Jefferson, N.Y., and later in Pabenville, M. Y. Quodation from a letter
of Rev. Joseph Hartwell.

2 Bangs. Heman, The Autoblography and Journal of Rev. Heman
Bangs, N.Y., N. Tibbals & Son, 1872. Introduction by Bishop E. 5.

Janes, p. =vi.
3 Stevens, Abel, Life and Times of Nathan Bangs, DD MY,

Carton & Porter, 1863, po 14,
4 Pratis. Dist. Reg., v. |, no. &, June, 1B84, p. BL

5 Bangs, Heman, Autoblog., p. 10,
% Coles, Rev, George, My Firsi Seven Years in Amerca, N.Y.,

Carlton and Phillips, 1852, p. 202,

7 Pratts. Dist. Reg., v. 1, no, 8, Avg,, 1884, pp. 126, 127,

4 Bangs, John, Auto-Blography of Rev. John Bangs, N.Y ., Printed
for the Author, TE46, pp. 161163,

9. Ihid., pp. 164, 165

10 Pratts. Dist. Reg., v. 2, oo 6-7, June-July, 1BES, p. %4,
Condensed from Bangs, Autoblog.. pp. 112115,

11 Ibid.; v, 2, no. 9, Sept., 1885, p. 127, Condensed from Bangs,
Autobiog., pp. 129, 1L

12 Bangs, Autoblog., pp. 125, 126, Bangs made no attempt to
distinguish between Reformed and Preshyfenan,

13 Morehouse, AC.. Autobiography of A.C. Morehouse, MN.Y .,
Tibbals Book Co., 1895, pp. 18, 19,

14 Bangs, Autohlog. p. 191.

15 Oshorn, Elbert, Autoblography of Elbert Osborn, in two parts,
MY, Pub. for the Awthor, 1865, Part 11, p. 70
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16 Bangs. Autobiog. p. 59.

17 Ihid., p. 150.

I4 Thid., pp. 150151,

19 Hhid., pp. 209-210.

20 Ihid., p. 212,

21 Pranis. Dist. Reg, v. 2. no. 9, Sept., 1885, p. 126, Letier of Rev.
Bweph Hortwell,

Motes: Heman Bangs

I Bangs. Heman, The Autoblography and Journal of Rev. Hem .
Hungs, New York: M. Tibbak & Son, 1872, p. &

2 Inid., p. 2L

3 Ihid., pp. 22. 23,

4 lhid., p. 5.

5 Ihid.. p. 24, Bishop Asbury died the following year.

e hid,, - I

T Ihid., p. 31,

K Christian Advocate, ¥, 44, no, 45, 11 Nov. 185%, p. 156,

49 New York Conference Minutes, 1890, p. 133, Semi-Centennial
Address of the Rev, M. D°C. Crawford, DuD.

10 Pamphlet History, 1913-19%63, Ashokan Methodist Church, pp.
2.3
11 Chelsilan Advocaie, V. 46, no, 12, 21 Mar. IR71. p. 9
Singularly enough, the Rev. Stephen Beekman Bangs, son of Heman
Bamys, was assigned to Milford, Conn,. in 1845

12 1bid., ¥, 7. no. 33, 3 June 1RS2, p. 91,

13 Woodruff, George W., History of Methodism in New Haven,
Mew Haven: 1859, P 1% (Panaphlet)

14 Christian Advoeate, ¥V, 32, no, 20, 14 May 1857 p. 79,

15 1hid,, ¥. 42, no. 38, 19 Sept. 1867, po 301,

It Ihid., V. 42. no, 47. 21 Nov, 1867, p. 373

17 Ibid., ¥, 49, no. 3, 8 Jan, 1874, p. 13,

Whal seems strange is that in 1966 0 new congregalion was
esfablished in Bramford which finally constructed o church. The
pastor wos in 1972 appealed to for informatien concerning the
carlicr buikding and was completely mystified by the request. He
contld fingd no one with any knowledge of a previously existing
Suethisdist saciety there,

I8 Ihid,, ¥, 44, mo, 15 15 Ape. 18RS, p 11T,

1% Bangs, Heman, Autobkogeaphy, p. 377, quating the Advecate.

b Ihid, p. 384,

Motes: The Heman Bangs Family
1 Bangs, Heman, The Auiabiography and Joanal of Rev, Heman

Hangs, New York: N, Tibbals & Son, 1872, p. 198,
I %igruder, W.oH M. The Young Mindster, New York: Carlton &

L

Phillips, 1853, pp. 15, 16.

1 Simpson. Matthew. Cyclopacdis ol Methadism, Mlaladolplhin
Liowis H. Everts. 1882, p Bh

4 Christian Advecaie, V, 18, no. 46, 26 June 1RH, o 1R

5 ihid., V. 43, o 24, 10 June |H6R, (1. 1419,

i I W, 43, no 45, 5 Nov, 188K, p. 155,

T ihid., V. 52 . 1.4 Jan IR77, p. 5

& Stamiford Recorder, woeekly penspaper publishcd m Mol
MY, 10 Jume 1R93

0 Tibstlan Advocate, V4 s 45, 5 Moy, TEAH p 155

1 Hamges, Hemn, Amnblography s Momeorial as an Appesilis, p
]

100 Teristinm Addvoeate, V. W, e 49, 3 Dec. TR . 4RI
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